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SPECIAL CHURCH CONFERENCE MEETING ANOUNCED 
Sunday, February 7 at 12:30 p.m. 

Our Strategic Planning Committee will Present to 
Our Church Congregation Their Plans 

For Immediate Building Expansion 
 EVERYONE in our church is encouraged to attend this very important meeting to 
hear firsthand about the hard work our Strategic Planning Committee has been doing to 
address our growth needs.  They’ll be focusing on our immediate needs, but will also have 
information about long term growth. 
 LOOK INSIDE THIS ISSUE OF THE STAINED GLASS WINDOW for an article that 
will give you lots of good information about their plan. 
 YOU’LL BE ABLE TO SUBMIT QUESTIONS before the meeting, as well as at the 
meeting, so that we all have an excellent understanding of what is being proposed.   
 A QUICK LUNCHEON WILL BE SERVED THAT DAY AT NOON – you’ll be able to 
grab a sandwich and get to the meeting. 
 CHILDCARE WILL BE PROVIDED so you can attend. 

WE’RE PLANNING TO PACK THE SANCTUARY  -- 
PUT THIS DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR!! 

 



 

BEING A CHURCH FAMILY 
(IT’S NOT EASY – BUT IT’S WORTH IT!) 

     
 
  We need each other!  That’s true more now than ever .  In a culture where 
technology seems to be the predominate way people communicate with others through 
texting, e-mailing, faxing, cell phoning, chat rooms, instant messaging, twitter ing, etc. 
there doesn’ t seem to be the personal, face to face encounters that are vital in long term 
relationships.  
 
     The family dinner  time used to be an oppor tunity for  everyone to sit down together  
and share what was happening in their  lives with a little laughter , maybe some arguing, 
teasing, teaching, reminding, and oh yes, EATING!  At least once a day, our  family 
members talked to each other  face to face, aired out complaints, told stor ies, asked 
questions, and looked into each other ’s eyes &  hear ts.  We were FAMILY.  Now that our  
four  children are grown up and living away from “ home” , we spend  time trying to re-
create “ home”  in other  ways.  Every chance we get, we schedule time to come together  
and share a meal, play cards or  board games, and attend each other ’s special events.  
Sometimes we have even gone skiing together , camping or  white water  rafting. (once!)  I  
always find these family gather ings memorable and extremely wor th it!   
 
      As a Chr istian family, we need to spend “ face to face time”  with each other  too!  
With everyone’s busy schedules, var ious personalities, likes and dislikes, conflicts &  
disagreements with each other  from time to time, we discover  that it’s not always easy – 
but it is worth it.  In the book of Acts, we read about the ear ly Chr istians gather ing to 
praise and worship God, eat together , share memor ies from the past, care for  the poor  &  
any person in need, cry with each other , lift one another  up in prayer , and they spent 
much time in community together .  Acts 2:43-47 
  
 And guess what?  “ Day by day the Lord added to their  number…and many signs 
and wonders were being done by disciples.”    You may be thinking, don’ t we do all these 
things at our  church already???  
   
 Yes, I  believe that we do, BUT we must never  lose sight of the family members that 
have left, maybe because they didn’ t feel cared for , needed or  a par t of the active 
fellowship.  Some have been wounded by conflict or  been hurt by words or  actions that 
have broken their  trust in the family’s love for  them.  Our  car ing responsibility is to 
draw ALL people back to the hear t of Chr ist, to forgive and allow healing to occur .      
 
 Unconditional love is the answer  and Jesus is the best example! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM OUR STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
“WELCOME TO THE FUTURE!!!”  

 
 After much careful planning and consideration the Building Strategic Planning Committee has 
developed plans for your consideration.  First, let me give a brief history of how we got to this point.  At 
the beginning of 2007 a needs assessment was completed about our building space needs with input from 
our Sunday School Staff, various boards and church members. Also, it was known that the elementary 
school property across from our present campus would be coming up for sale.   In response, early in 
2007 we had a church conference to appropriate financial resources in the event that we could 
successfully negotiate the purchase of the elementary school property, possibly purchase other adjacent 
property, and build a drive-up canopy to the existing church building.  At that meeting, it was authorized 
to secure a $750,000 loan to fund these purchases and or improvements.   
 
 Since that meeting we have purchased approximately 1 acre of land from the Western Reserve 
Farm Co-op.  This parcel is adjacent to our parking lot behind Wesley hall.  The purchase price was 
$20,000 and was funded by a private donation.  With this acquisition, we now have about 3.5 acres of 
land.   
 
 Negotiation with the Jefferson Board of Education for the purchase of the elementary property 
has been a slow process.  This is, as we have learned, to be expected when dealing with a public entity.  
While we are still interested in this property, it gave us on the Building Strategic Planning committee 
time for more in-depth analysis of our needs.  What we have determined is that there is a strong desire to 
have core church activities located on the main “campus”  which is on the 3.5 acres we now own.  We 
have further planned for short-term and long-term building/facility growth that will very adequately meet 
those needs within the lay-out of our existing building and land parcel.  Short-term growth needs 
(PHASE 1) would address classroom needs and office space.  Long-term needs (PHASE 2) would 
include a new sanctuary, nursery, choir/music practice space, and the many enhanced amenities that such 
a space would offer.  While we may want to have the space and amenities that the long-term plans offer 
now, we need to remain practical about what we immeditaely need and how can we pay for it.   So we 
have focused on our short term needs and developed a plan for how reasonably pay for it. 
  
 We had basic plans (SEE DRAWNING ON NEXT PAGE) drawn for both short and long term 
needs to be sure that we are being prudent in our land use.  The plan that we are now considering is to 
build an education wing with space for pre-k through 6th grade, a large youth center, and office space.  
This will move our Sunday School classes out of the basement, give the junior/senior high kids an actual 
space of their own, free up other existing space for class rooms and small group ministries, and move the 
staff into a more efficient space too.  Present staff offices would be converted to adult classrooms.  This 
“wing”  would be self contained with its own heating/cooling that would be more efficient to maintain 
operationally, not to mention provide better staff office layout/communication.  It would also provide for 
much improved handicapped access.  There, too, would be large bathrooms for both genders.  Final cost 
has not yet been determined.  However, we can make a good estimate based on average cost per square 
foot, etc.  LOOK AT THE DRAWING – PHASE 1. 
 
 Also, we are still in negotiations for the elementary school property.  We envision that this 
property would be for future expansion, much needed parking, and our outreach ministries such as 
Christian Café and Spiderweb (other new possibilities are almost endless).  We have received a pledge 
from a private donor of $75,000 towards the purchase of the school, if we’ re able to successfully 
negotiate its purchase. 
 
 
 
  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 We can both proceed with  PHASE 1 and be prepared to purchase the school property. First, we 
will limit the amount that the church will borrow for this project to the $750,000 already approved at the 
church conference in 2007.  It is recommended by our United Methodist Conference as a prudent practice 
in church financing, and actually, we would be required  to have 1/3rd of the project paid with cash up front 
and have another third pledged over a period of time, perhaps 2 to 3 years. The balance would be financed.  
 
 We have a Building Endowment Fund that is presently at $198,000.   As it stands now, once the 
Building Endowment Fund reaches $200,000, we will be able to draw on the interest only for building 
maintenance/improvements/land acquisition.  So, at present,  so nothing from this fund can be used.  Once 
we do reach the required $200,000 balance, the interest available to us may only amount to a couple of 
thousand dollars per year – especially with the current market conditions.  The Endowment Committee 
recommended that we consider terminating the Endowment Fund as it presently exists, and making its 
entire balance available to us as a down payment for PHASE I and thus “cashing it in.”   This 
recommendation comes based on using the entire balance for the spirit of the original purpose – for present 
and future building improvement, maintenance, and acquisition purposes.  This concept has been favorably 
discussed by the Finance Committee, the Strategic Planning Committee and the Administrative Council.  
 
There are two issues that you will be voting on at the Church Conference on February 7th: 

1) To approve the construction of the education wing and to purchase the elementary school 
proper ty. 

2) To terminate the Building Endowment fund and thus use the entire pr incipal amount for  this 
building project. 

 If we as a congregation vote yes for both issues, we would have nearly the one-third down 
requirement to proceed with construction of the PHASE 1 education wing.  If we approve the building and 
acquisition project and elect not to cash-in the endowment then we will have to raise nearly $200,000 plus 
to be in the same position. 
 
 I encourage you to consider these plans as described and submit questions for discussion before the 
Charge Conference on February 7th.  There will be a form in the Sunday bulletin or outside the church 
office for you to submit your questions on.  Or feel free mail in your questions prior to the meeting.  Or 
talk to myself or any of the members of the Committee listed blow.  Of course, questions will be answered 
at the meeting itself, but if we know what concerns people have beforehand, we can address them 
comprehensively at the beginning of the meeting. 
 
 Before I close, I will offer a quick anecdote.  My family and I became members of this church 
about seven years ago shortly after our oldest son Alex was born.  This was a year or so after the Church 
had the old parsonage moved to make room for future expansion.  Our facilities are currently utilized to the 
maximum, and we are to the point that current and future growth is curtailed.  So I ask you, where we will 
be as a church in another seven years?  The country singer Brad Paisley recently wrote a song entitled:  
“Welcome to the Future.”   And I will add that the future is now!  
 
Please prayerfully consider these opportunities. 
Respectfully yours, 
Jerry Krieg, Chair of the Building Strategic Planning Committee 
Building Strategic Planning Committee Members: 
Rev. Meredith Coleman   Jon Stevenson 
Rev. Josh Arrington    Lee DeyErmand 
Greg Housel     Joy Ebersole 
Jerry March     Don Locy 
Bruce Chapman 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy New Year ! 
 
 
What a fantastic Christmas season God has blessed us with! The worship, the music, the Cantata, the spirit 

of the holiday were just incredible. I heard several people raving about the Cantata from the 9:00 Christmas 
Eve service; some things said were, “You should take that on the road!”  or “What a blessing! I could not help 
but cry through the whole thing.”  So we were definitely blessed Beyond measure. 

 
Thank you to all of the people of the church who took part in the HALO Christmas and to all who showed 

such love, care and generosity during this wonderful time. 
 
Now, we are in the beginning of the New Year and new challenges and ministry opportunities are before 

us. What a great place to be; looking back to what has been and looking ahead to what can be. We are on the 
edge peering into the great unknown with anticipation, looking to God for our direction and guidance.  

 
The year began with tragedy for the people of Haiti in the form of a massive earthquake that has devastated 

the country, leaving death and destruction in its wake. As Christians, and Americans, we could sit back and 
thank God that we were spared the devastation and speculate on why God has allowed this to happen to these 
people, or we can embrace the opportunity to reach out to these people and show them the love of God and the 
spirit of Christian family. The Methodist relief organization UMCOR has released a statement saying that 
volunteers will be needed in the future but right now we can get involved making “health kits”  to help relieve 
at least some of the initial shock and feeling of loss for the people of Haiti. 

 
Please search your hearts and make a decision to help out in this campaign of aid. You can make donations 

of the materials for the health kits, donations of money to buy the materials necessary, help assemble the health 
kits or even help transport them to local collection points. Whatever help you can give it will make a huge 
difference to the people of Haiti and will bless you beyond your imagination. 

 
As members of the family of God, we have a responsibility and opportunity to be the hands and feet of 

Christ in this situation and we have the chance for a really meaningful beginning to our new year. God bless 
you all in the months ahead and may 2010 be a truly amazing year for the body of Christ here in Jefferson 
UMC and our community. 

 
In Christ’s love and service, 
Pastor Josh 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COME TO OUR THIRD SUNDAY PRAYER TIME 
 There is so much in our lives that we need to seek God’s guidance for, right?  On the third Sunday of 
each month we’ ll have a special time to do just that.  Following the 11:00 worship service, you’ re invited to 
join others in the sanctuary to pray, uphold one another, and seek God’s peace – the peace that passes all 
understanding.  That’s all.  Just pray and be in the presence of Jesus.  If this opportunity touches your soul, 
come and be refreshed. 
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OUR ORGAN NEEDS A MAJOR UPDATE/REPAIR 

Can you give an Extra Mile Gift? 
 We’ve been advised by our organ maintenance/repairman that a major update is necessary 
for our organ’s combination action system.  This update has been quoted to cost $4,883.88.  We 
do not have the financial means to make this major update, so the Administrative Council agreed 
to ask our church family for extra mile gifts (beyond your regular offering) to cover the cost.  Any 
donations can be noted as “Organ Repair.”  We hope to be able to contact our repairman soon and 
get our organ functioning in tip top condition again! 
 
 

IT’S TIME FOR A SUPERBOWL PARTY!!! 
Sunday, February 7 at 5:30 p.m. 

 The United Methodist Christian Fellowship 
for couples cordially invite you to their annual 
Superbowl Party at the home of Ken and Kathy 
Thomas (366 W. Cedar St.) to see the game AND 
the commercials, good food and fun.  Bring 
something to eat to share – beverages and table 
service will be provided.  Those who don’ t want to 
stay glued to the game can play games – bring your 
favorite.  FOR THE HARD-CORE GAME 
WATCHERS THERE WILL BE A TV IN THE 
BASEMENT AWAY FROM THE CROWD!    
 

OUR SEASON OF HARVEST 
STEWARDSHIP WRAPUP 

 Approximately 160 households have 
responded to our  stewardship emphasis.  There 
may be a few more respondents, but here are the 
results as of now: 
 Ministr ies &  Missions (current expenses): 
  $210,755 
 Building Fund: 
  $30,674 
 Our thanks go to all who were able to 
par ticipate! 
 

ADOPT A SENIOR SHUTIN 
 Barb Heath, our Senior Ministries Coordinator 
is looking for families or individuals who might be 
interested in nurturing a shutin by visiting them maybe 
once a week to get to know them and then perhaps 
help in whatever way seems best.  Maybe it would be 
picking up meds or mowing their lawn or running the 
vacuum for them. 
 Most of all, she’d like to connect people to 
provide some fellowship and nurturing.  It would be a 
real blessing to these seniors and help keep them in 
touch with the outside world.  You’d be blessed, too, 
by getting to know someone new and realizing that 
just an hour or so a week can make a huge difference 
in someone else’s life.   
 If you feel this could be a good fit for you, 
contact the church office or sign up on Sunday’s 
Church Life Volunteer sheet. 
 

DONATE TO OUR COMMUNITY 
MANNA FOOD PANTRY 

 St. Paul’s Lutheran Church houses the food 
pantry that operates in our community.  We, the 
volunteers, at MANNA would like to say thank you for 
helping us get through another very busy Christmas 
season. Without your support, we couldn©t serve our 
community as well as we do. 
 Please be aware that BOTH donations of 
money AND product are always needed. It is true that 
we can purchase more for the monetary amount than 
you can in the store, but the product is always needed 
too. Your donations give the clients more of a 
selection.   God bless you. 
    Sharon Piper 
 You can leave your donations at the collection 
point in our church, which is the Link Room.  This is 
the room between the sanctuary and the hallway that 
leads to the gym.  There is a barrel right next to the 
elevator there. 
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MISSIONS COMMITTEE SPONSORS A 
SOCK SUNDAY FEBRUARY 14 

 Imagine what it would be like if you were out in the cold 
and wet and had wet socks.  Now imagine that you had no way 
to clean or dry those socks and would have to wear them in 
sub-freezing weather.  You’d never feel warm, and any 
problems with your feet would be intensified.  That’s w*hat the 
homeless have to face. 
 So, on Sunday, February 14 we’ll collect new socks for 
the homeless in Cleveland.  Just bring them in and place them 
in the baskets at either entrance of the sanctuary OR bring 
them in anytime and leave them in the box outside the church 
office. 
 
WOMEN’S WEIGHT TRAINING CLASS OFFERED 

Tuesday & Thursdays from 6-7 p.m. 
 in Angel’s Wing 

 Most women know that weight bearing exercise is one 
of the keys to keeping your bones healthy.  Kay Ann Brabender 
invites you to join a weight training class that has been 
existence for awhile and has just relocated here to our church.  
You’ll exercise to a dvd of a trained instructor.  
 Bring a set of ankle weights and light hand weights and 
see what it’s all about.  There is a $1 per class fee, which is 
given to the church as a thank you for providing a meeting 
place.  If you have questions, call Kay Ann at 576-8391. 
 
 
The following is a note from Kelly Cooke, from our church 
family, who, with her husband, Chris, is in fulltime mission 

serving athletes at Pitt University in Pittsburgh, PA: 
 

The Collegiate Athlete. 
 The collegiate life is often filled with excessive behaviors 
excessive studying, excessive relationships, excessive drinking, 
etc.  Competition is high for attention, love, success.  It’s a work 
hard/play hard environment, particularly for the division one 
athlete.  When you practice 30 hrs/week, travel cross country 
for games, work out incessantly in the gm and have a full load 
of coursework, maybe a job, a boyfriend/girlfriend, etc. balance 
in life becomes an issue.  Unhealthy habits often develop and 
can run rampant. 
� One student athlete recently put a message on Facebook 
that said she is going to “quit drinking, tanning and bacon”. The 
responses to this message from her peers were: “dumb”, this 
won’t last”, “I’d quit drinking, but I’m not a quitter” and what kind 
of a college athlete are you? 
 We’ve been working with and praying for college athletes a 
lot this fall, and we’ve been asking them, ”what kind of a college 
athlete are you?”  Do you live of life with Christ at the center, 
directing and balancing all the stresses and demands of life, or 
one where life is out of order, where the unhealthy “drinking 
tanning, bacon” take over?  This question faces all of us. 
  We’re sharing an alternative vision of life, for life with these 
students, a life that is coherent, rich and full.  We want them to 
come to know and love the person of Jesus and see His 
transformative power take shape in their life.  Students are 
responding to this vision and seeing the fruits of the Holy Spirit 
in their lives.  Thank you for you continued partnership with us 
in this work with student athletes. 
 Thanks for your partnership!   
    Blessings Chris & Kelly Cooke  

 

HERE’S SOME SOUPER GOOD NEWS! 
 Once again, our Jr. & Sr. Highs will be 
taking a hot dinner to feed hungry men at……. 
 We’re asking everyone who attends 
church on Super Bowl Sunday, February 7, to 
put $1 each in our  soup kettles to help buy the 
supplies needed for  these dinners.  The teens 
will use the money to purchase ingredients for  a 
lasagna dinner  that they’ ll deliver  to homeless 
people at St. Herman’s House of Hospitality on 
the near  Westside of Cleveland. 
 The “Souper Bowl of Caring”  – collecting 
$1 from everyone on Super Bowl Sunday to fee 
the hungry – is part of a national ministry that was 
started by just one church youth group in South 
Carolina in 1990.  It has spread across the U.S., 
with hundreds of thousands of dollars collected on 
just one Sunday.  Each church uses the money 
raised to directly benefit a hunger ministry in their 
area. 

 
TAKE YOUR SWEETIE TO BREAKFAST 

ON VALENTINE’S DAY!!! 
GUYS SERVE UP DELICIOUS PANCAKES 

Sunday, February 14  9-11 a.m. 
   Once again the Men’s  
   Sunday School Class will be  
   serving up a great breakfast 
of    pancakes – take your choice 
    from blueberry, buttermilk  
   or buckwheat – along with 
    sausage, bacon, juice,  
   coffee, tea and milk.  Price 
   for adults is $4.50, children 
   under 12 is $2.50 and  
   children under 3 are free. 
 

A Winning Pattern for  the New Year 
 Someone anonymous wise person penned 
the following directions for living without bringing 
pain to others or oneself: 
 “You will never be sorry – for thinking 
before acting, for hearing before judging, for 
forgiving your enemies, for being candid and 
frank, for helping a fallen brother, for being honest 
in business, for thinking before speaking, for being 
loyal to God and the church, for standing by your 
principles, for refusing to participate in gossip, for 
holding your words when tempted to demean 
another, for not entertaining impure or hateful 
thoughts, for sympathizing with the afflicted, for 
being courteous and kind to all. 
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Those in our fellowship who have been ill or 
hospitalized: 
  Gerald Berrier  Rita Zack Doris Taft 
 Debbie Hoprich  Doris Vicol Frances Kirkland 
  Lloyd Behr  Ann Marrison Don Sirrine 
  Bob Blevins  Alice Harju Joe Miller 
  Stephanie Nieset Hilda Springer Helen Metzler 
  Grace Jerome  Doris Vicol  
  Paula Stevenson 
 
 
Friends and Family members 
  Dick Howard (lifted by Sue Herpy) 
  Kurt Brindley (lifted by Deanna Blough) 
  Steve, a co-worker of Deb Hoprich   
  Helen Steinkraus, Julie Smith’s mom 
Vonda Stricker (lifted by Deanna Blough) 
  Shirley Mahle, Pam Gran’s mom  
 Neil & Ella Mae Herman Family(lifted by Heather Whetsell  
  Dave Masirovits (lifted by David & Deanna Blough) 
  Bob Branicky, Danielle Jackson’s brother-in-law 
  Catherine Steinkraus, Julie Smith’s mom 
  Rose Catherine Bell 
  Paul Korol (lifted by Charles & Betty Jacques) 
  Holly Webb, Norm Barton’s cousin 
  Pam DiPlacido (lifted by the Locy Family) 
  Judy Burlingame (lifted by Annette Sheldon) 
  Norene Morris, Paula Stevenson’s mom 
  Lisa Ramseyer (lifted by Charles & Betty Jacques) 
   John Johns, Barbara Johns’ son 
  Mary Sholtis (lifted by Jack & Mary Howe) 
  Lily Shun, Will & Judi Huggins’ granddaughter 
  Sara Bukky & children (lifted by Beth Bukky) 
  Carol Swift, Joy Ebersole’s sister 
  Lester Hatfield, Joy Ebersole’s brother 
  Kim Thompson (lifted by Beth Bukky) 
  Jenny Anderson, Joy Ebersole’s niece 
  Steve Wludyga, Betty & John Parker’s son-in-law 
Scott & Heather Dean (lifted by Amber Agnew) 
  Jean Mann, Joy Ebersole’s sister 
  Alda Burgoon (lifted by Sandy Corbett) 
  Mary Sholtis (lifted by Sandy Corbett and Jack & Mary 
Howe) 
  Julie Manly, Randy Demse’s sister 
  David Gollon (lifted by Lloyd & Jean Behr) 
  Shirley Stubbs (lifted by Sue Murphy) 
 
Those who are in mourning:  

  The family of Bonnie Hanson following her death 
  The people of Haiti, following the devastating earthquake 
  The family of Rev. Patsy Wright  following her death (Tom 
Wright’s sister-in-law) 
  The family of Carrie Shehen (lifted by David & Deanna 
Blough) 
  The family of Steve Wassie following his death (Fr. Steve 
& Dave Wassie’s dad) 
 

  Those who are in mourning (cont’d) 
The family of Dewey Lamson following his death (lifted by 
Lloyd & Jean Behr and Melissa Johnson) 
   The family of Wade Daubenspeck following his death, Lee 
Daubenspeck’s brother 
  The family of Mike Rodgers following his death, John 
Rodgers’ uncle 
The family of Carl Brubaker following his death (Doug 
Nieset’s grandfather) 
  The family of Goody Goodmanson following his death (John 
King’s cousin) 
  The family of Roger Artman following his death (lifted by The 
DeyErmand family) 
 
Those who are celebrating special times:                                                      
Leon & Ruth Godsave, recently joined Harmonsburg UMC                                                                                 
Dale & Donnan Shadle who have moved to Chambersburg, 
PA                                                                                
TJ. & Valerie Gabor (on birth of daughter Adeline -- Ron 
Ensell is Adeline’s  grandpa) 
Nathan & Meghan Snyder, who were married here New 
Year’s Eve                                                                                  
Jill Miller, on her recent engagement (Brian & Mary Miller’s 
daughter)                                                                            In 
gratitude for our being able to pay ALL of our church 
obligations for 2009, including our denominational Shared 
Ministries obligations.                                                        
Amanda Bates, on her graduation from Youngstown State 
Fred Nelson, who will be in Luxembourg for 3 months                    
Matthew Cramer, on his engagement to Alvina Smith 

  REMEMBER OUR SHUTINS 
Please remember our shut-ins by visiting, phoning or sending 
a card.  If you know of anyone who is not on this list, please 
contact  Barb Heath, our Senior Coordinator. 
Vera Brenneman, Mildred Pettit, Lena Reigelman, Edie 
Conway, and Lola Metzler reside at Jefferson Healthcare 
Center, 222 E. Beech St., Jefferson, OH  44047  Ph:  576-
0060. 
 Robert Janson and Dorothy Krieg reside at the 
Ashtabula County Nursing Home.  Kingsville, OH  44048. Ph: 
1-224-2161. 
 Eleanor Ferguson resides at Country Club Estates, 925 
E. 26th Street, Ashtabula, OH  44004 
 Frances Prochko resides at Villa by the Lake, 48 Parrish 
Rd. A-15, Conneaut, OH  44030.  Her phone number is 599-
9040 
 Frances Kirkland resides at Geneva Village 
Retirement Community, 1140 South Broadway, Geneva, Oh  
44041  Ph:  466-5809.  
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SUPER BOWL SUBS FEBRUARY 7!! 
 Super Bowl Subs!  What a great idea!  And it supports our Home Mission team, you say?? Outstanding!  
Count me in!!   Here’s my order for Super Bowl Subs!! I’ve circled what I want for my own custom-made sub. 
 Subs cost $3.50or  6”  and $5.00 12” .  Double meat is $1.00 more for  small ones and $2.00 more for  
large ones.   
   Sub #1   Sub #2        Sub #3 
Size   6”     12”      6”     12”       6”     12”  
(circle one) 
Meats    ham   ham       ham 
(choose 3)  bologna  bologna      bologna 
   salami   salami       salami 
   turkey   turkey       turkey 
Double meat?  ___________  __________      _________ 
NEW THIS YEAR – 
TUNA SALAD SUB! ___________  __________      _________ 
Fixin’s   Amer Cheese        Amer. Cheese   Amer. Cheese 
(choose any)  Swiss Cheese        Swiss Cheese           Swiss Cheese 
   lettuce   lettuce       lettuce 
   tomato   tomato       tomato 
   pickles   pickles       pickles 
   black olives  black olives      black olives 
   onions   onions       onions 
   mushrooms  mushrooms      mushrooms 
   green peppers  green peppers   green peppers 
   hot peppers  hot peppers      hot peppers 
Cost   ___________  __________      _________ 
 
TOTAL COST NAME ____________________________________ 
 
I’ ll pick up my sub(s) after 8:30 worship _____ after Sunday School _____   after 11:00 worship _____. 
 
MY NAME ______________________________________________ 
BE SURE TO GET YOUR ORDER IN EARLY!  ALL ORDERS RECEIVED THE MORNING OF THE 
SALE WILL BE MADE UP AS BEST WE CAN WITH THE SUPPLIES WE HAVE ON HAND! 
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Dear Friends, 
 Thank you for the love gift from you, our wonderful 
congregation of people.  May God richly bless each of you 
during 2010 with the joy of His presence working in your 
personal lives, with His provision of spiritual growth, and also 
in your everyday life. In Christian love and service, 
   Barb, Senior Ministries Coordinator 
 
Dear Friends of JUMC, 
 God has truly blessed us with your extravagant love 
and amazing generosity!  Once again, we are wow’d by your 
“congregational Christmas gift” and also your personal gifts of 
baked goodies, cards and lovely treasures.  Most of all, we 
thank you for your encouragement, prayers and love of 
Christ, as together, we serve God in this season of our lives.  
   Blessings in 2010, 
 
   Pastor Meredith & Neil 
Dear Family, 
 Each year I realize more fully how blessed Ron, Matt 
& James and I are to be members here at JUMC.  It’s much 
more, though, than simple membership at a church.  You all 
ARE our family, through Jesus Christ.  You’ll never know how 
much that means to us.  It is a humble privilege for me to 
work here, too.  I’d like to thank all my Friday afternoon 
helpers, those who have filled in for me when I’ve been on 
vacation, and Vicki Wright, who has helped with office tasks.  
They’ve all made my work a little bit easier.  A very special 
thank you to the people who filled in for me at the office while 
I was recovering from surgery.  They kept the office humming 
smoothly!  Also, I received a quilt from the Mary Martha 
Circle, which is very beautiful and warm – thank you for 
creating and giving it to me.   Thank you all sincerely for your 
very generous gift to me at Christmas.   Peace of Christ, 
   Pat Cramer 
 
Dear church family, 
 Thank you so much for the gift of money for 
Christmas.  It is so nice to be remembered each year.  I loved 
being able to play for many years, and to be a part of the 
worship services.  It is nice to be part of a loving church 
family.  Love, 
  Alice Harju 
 
Dear church family, 
 Thank you for remembering me with a gift at 
Christmas time.  I really appreciate it and the opportunity to 
continue to bring music to worship services.  
    Sincerely, 
    Sherry Martin 
 
To my church family, 
 I want to thank you for the special gift at Christmas. It 
was very much appreciated.  I enjoy being the church 
treasurer and look forward to another year. 
 Thank you to the Mary Martha Circle for the beautiful 
hand made quilt that was given to us for Christmas.  The 
family really loved it when I brought it home.  It will be put to 
good use with the cold Ohio winters.  Thank again for 
remembering the church staff at this holiday season. 
     God bless,   
   Jerry March 
 
 

Dear Church family, 
 Thank you so much for your generous gift at 
Christmas time.  It is very much appreciated.  I also 
appreciate the quilt the Mary Martha Circle gave me at 
Christmastime.  I snuggle up in it every night!   
   A brother in Christ, 
   Tom Wright 
 

Eileen and I would like to thank the congregation for the 
generous gift that we received this Christmas it was truly an 
example of the great love and blessing that we receive from 
the people of the church. We also would like to thank you 
all for the many cards and gifts which were generously 
bestowed upon us. The spirit of celebratory giving at the 
occasion of Christ’s birth is overwhelming. God Bless you 
all. In Christ’s love & service, 

 Pastor Josh & Eileen Arrington 
 

Dear Pastor Coleman and congregation:                          
 We want to express our sincere appreciation to 
you, Terry and Julie Smith, the Disciple I class, Siblings in 
Christ SS class, Morning Bread Bible study and your 
congregation for your continued participation in HALO. Your 
Church helped eleven households to have a better 
Christmas.                                                                        
 This year, we had a total of 168 applications for the 
program, up 19% over last year. Forty-seven percent (47%) 
or 79 of all applications here were from persons new to 
HALO, i.e. had not applied in past years.                          
 We were able to assist 78 families with full 
adoptions, 43 with partial adoptions and 47 were served at 
our December 17 distribution day where they receive a food 
certificate and toys for children. In a full "adoption" the 
donor provides both food and toys and often clothing 
directly to a family.                                                              
 The HALO program is always in need of money for 
the food vouchers and toys for families that are not helped 
directly by individuals or organizations. If you would want to 
donate to that any time during the year, please make a 
check out to HALO and send it to Catholic Charities, 4200 
Park Ave., Ashtabula–the organization that oversees the 
County program. You all have been a true blessing to the 
entire community. With Christ’s Love,                                                                    
   Jack & Mary Howe                                                       
   Jefferson Area HALO Coordinators     

Dear Friends at Jefferson United Methodist Church,                
Your recent donation of $300 to the Manna Food Pantry is 
a wonderful gift at this time of year when so many people 
are coming to the food pantry for assistance.  Thank you for 
your generous, caring support for those in our community 
who are in great need. Sincerely,                                          
                           Nancy Hodge, Manna Committee 

Dear Friends, 
 Thank you for sponsoring blood drives at your 
church.  Thanks to your efforts and all the volunteers, we 
collected 305 pints in 2009.  We look forward to an even 
better 2010!!! Denise DiDonato 
   American Red Cross 
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Events, Groups & Classes in February 
Sundays  9:40 a.m. Sunday School for all   Throughout the church 
Sundays  6:00 p.m. Teen Choirs    Throughout the church 
Tues. & Thursday 5:15 p.m. Women’s Weight Training  Angel’s Wing 
Tuesdays  6:30 & 7:00 p.m.     Disciple    Angel’s Wing 
Wednesdays  9:15 a.m. Morning Bread   Angel’s Wing 
   1-3 p.m. Mary-Martha Circle   Disciples’ Room 
   3:40 p.m. Adventure Club   Throughout the church 
   5:30 p.m. Lead the Way Café   Wesley Hall 
   6:00 p.m. Teen Bible Study   Teen Room 
   7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir (Adult Choir)  Sanctuary 
Thursdays  6:30 a.m. Recharge for Men   Angel’s Wing 
Saturdays  7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Group  Mugs Restaurant 
Tues., Feb. 2 & 16 4-6:30 p.m. Christian Café    Wesley Hall 
Sun., Feb. 7  12:30 p.m.  SPECIAL CHURCH CONFERENCE MEETING       SANCTUARY 
Tues., Feb. 9  noon  Table Talk    Angel’s Wing 
Wed., Feb. 10  6:30 p.m. Women’s Evening Book Circle Parlor 
Thurs, Feb. 11  12:30 p.m. Women’s Daytime Book Circle Eileen Arrington’s home 
Fri., Feb. 10  6:45 p.m. UMW Chocolate Fest   Wesley Hall 
Thurs.  Feb 11  7:00 p.m. Next Step Bereavement Group Parlor 
Sun., Feb. 14  9-11 a.m. Men’s Sweetheart Pancake Breakfast    Wesley Hall 
Sun., Feb. 14  12:15 p.m. Second Sunday Luncheon 
Thurs., February 18 7:00 p.m. Memory Loss Support Group  Angel’s Wing 
Sun., February 21   NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED  Sanctuary 
Thurs.,February 25 noon  R&R Luncheon   To Be Announced 
 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Mon, February 1 1:00 p.m. Memorial Committee   Parlor 
Mon., February 1 7:00 p.m. Worship Committee   Disciples’ Room 
Mon., February 8 7:00 p.m. Alternative Worship Comm.  Angel’s Wing 
Wed, February 10 6:15 p.m. Grief Support Team   Parlor 
Tues., February 15 7:00 p.m. Trustees    Parlor 
Tues., February 16 5:30 p.m. Membership Care Comm.  Parlor 
Mon., February 22 7:00 p.m. Staff-Parish Relations Comm. Parlor 
 

OHIO BENEFIT BANK TAX CLINICS OFFERED THROUGHOUT COUNTY 
 The united Way of Ashtabula County, the Cleveland Food Bank and Second Harvest Foodbanks 
are bringing the Ohio Benefit Bank free tax service to Andover, Conneaut, Jefferson, Geneva and Orwell 
in January and February.  Households with incomes less than $57,000 can have their taxes completed and 
electronically filed for free.  This free service is BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.  Call 211 to learn when the 
service will be in your community and to arrange for a date and time to file your taxes. 
 
What Do You Need To Bring? 
 1.  Social Security Numbers (or ITIN’s) for you & dependents 
 2.  W2’s, 1099’s, 1098’s 
 3.  Information about other income 
 4.  Deduction and credit information (child care, tuition, etc.) 
 5.  Copy of last year’s return if you have it 

YOU MUST CALL 211 TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT 
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Bishop Hopkins urges prayers & support for the people of Haiti 
 My heart aches for the people of Haiti and I know yours does too.  By now, most of us have 
heard numerous news reports addressing the utter devastation that has happened as a result of a 7.0 
earthquake that hit Haiti on January 13.  Our prayers and financial support are needed to help in their 
recovery.  You can provide direct help by giving to through your local church, marking contributions Haiti 
Emergency.  As you know, 100% of the contributions donated through the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief go directly toward the people who need it most.   Please visit the conference website at 
http://www.eocumc.com for more information or to give online.      
      Bishop John Hopkins 
 

WE’RE COLLECTING ITEMS FOR HEALTH KITS FOR HAITI 
Here’s what we need – you can drop them off in boxes in the front entryway or outside the 
church office: 
1 hand towel (15 x 25” up to 17 x 27”) 
1 washcloth 
1 comb – large – no picket-sized 
1 nail file or fingernail clippers (no emery board or toenail clippers) 
1 bath-sized bar of soap (3 oz. and up) 
1 toothbrush (single size only in original wrapper, no child-size toothbrushes) 
1 large toothpaste 
6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages 
1 gallon plastic bags to package them up 
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SHARING THE MINISTRY IN FEBRUARY,  2009 
 8:30 Service    11:00 Service 

Nursery 
Feb.  7 Debbie Johnson   Rachel Burr 
 14  
 21 Miki Gage   Annette Sheldon 
 28 Lisa Brail   Phil Spencer 

Acolyte 
Feb. 7 Cody Ulrich   Mackenzie O’Neill 
 14 Henry Piper   Kate Brand 
 21 Kathryn Gage   Gretchen Litwiler 
 28 Thomas Gage   Maggie Johnson 
 

L iturgist 
Feb. 7 Gladys Bannister  Ron Cramer 
 14 Carolyn Jerome   Belva Lynagh 
 21 Tom Avsec   Greg Housel 
 28 Ron Ensell   Bekki Smith 

Greeters 
Feb. 7 ???!!!    The John Rodgers Family 
 14 The Nugent Family  Vicki Wright 
 21 Jeff & Sandy Corbett  ??!!! 
 28 John & Judy Kampf  ??!!! 
 
         Techs 
Feb. 7 Buzz Sly, Tom Avsec  Dan Claypool, Cheryl Perez 
 14 Samie Allega, Tom Avsec George & Bekki Smith 
 21 Jerry & Virginia March            Dan Claypool, Melissa Johnson 
 28 Melanie March, Aaron Painter Michael Housel, Neil Coleman 
 
  Jr . Church   Communion Stewards 
Feb. 7 Kelly Burns   (8:30)  Ron Ensell 
 14 Allie O’Neill   (11:00) Danielle Jackson 
 21 Allie O’Neill 
 28 No Jr. Church – Music Sunday 
 
 Coffee &  Donuts    Ushers 
Feb. 7 Dennis Hoffman 8:30  Ron Ensell, Dennis Hoffman 
 14 Pat Cramer  11:00 Neil Coleman, Don Sotka &  
 21 Barry Humes & Annette Paul   Laurie Rider 
 28 Mary Howe 
  

Here©s a list of folks who 
have birthdays in February: 
(If you©d like your birthday 
listed, just call the church) 
Feb. 1 Sophia Shelko 
  Linda Miller 
  Steven Prochko 
 2 Tina Starcher 
  Will Huggins 
 3 Evelyn Berrier 
 4 Clifford Taft 
  Michelle Hall 
  Andrey Kamler 
  Joyce Morris 
 5   Connie Rice 
  John Kampf 
 6 Kyle Fleming 
 7 Pam Milinski 
  Wesley Scott 
 9 Heather Whetsell 
  Doug Nieset 
 10 Roger Leininger 
  Sue Mizer 
  Will Parkomaki 
 11 Dale Krieg 
 13 Sheila Ashley 
 12 Seth Fleming 
  Jenna Parkomaki 
  Kate Brand 
  Lee Daubenspeck 
     14 Pat Christ, Amber Agnew 
 15 Russ Smith 
  Ryan Pakkala 
 16 Phil Spencer 
  Diane Norton 
   Stephanie Nizen 
   17  Adam Jones, Brenda Sochia 
  Melissa Johnson 
  Amanda Mayernick 
 18 Mary Richards 
 19 Ann Hamilton 
 20 Glade Heath 
 21 Susan Shadle 
   22 Bret Neely 
  Stacey McConnell 
 24 Michael Shadle 
  Samuel Housel 
 25 Mary Miller 
  Dan Jackson 
      Tim Rosenburg 
 27 Fran Prochko 
  Mike Prochko 
  Barb Cole 
  Tom Gage 
  Sindy Sowry 
    Anna Harju 
  Wesley Scott 
  John Rodgers 
 28 Roger Cornell 
  Susan Clarin 
  Arden Bishop 
 

COME TO OUR SECOND SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON  
February 14  

Right after the 11:00 worship service. 
Come share a meal and conversation!  Get to know new people, share old 
friendships.  Open to everyone in our church family, this is just a chance to 
relax a bit and have a good time.  Bring a side dish or dessert – we’ll have 
a main entrée prepared. Beverages and place settings will be provided.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
R&R JANUARY 2010 

Our Luncheon will be at noon January 28 
In the Angel’s Wing at our Church 

 We’ll be staying close to home this month so we don’t 
have to contend with dicey weather!!!  Even better, Carole 
Wright and her crew will be preparing lunch with all the 
trimmings.  Any “profit” will go to help finance our Table Talk 
Senior Meals ministry.  The menu will include a meat 
selection, vegetable, potato salad, bread/rolls & a delicious 
dessert for $8 per person. 
 As a special time of fellowship, I’m asking you to 
bring a treasured item and share the story behind it.  Some 
suggestions would be an antique broach, dish or collectable 
item.  Maybe you men have a great tie with a story behind it 
or maybe a pocket watch.  Let’s have some fun and break up 
the winter cabin fever!  Reservations must be in by Monday, 
January 25.  call the church office or check today’s Church 
Life Volunteer Sheet. Barb Heath, Senior Coordinator 

 

New Members Received 
 Pastor Meredith will receive new members in 
February.  If you’d like to join, the New Members’ 
orientation will be held Sunday, January 31 at 7 
p.m. as part of the Back to Basics course.  You can join 
either by attending the Back to Basics course or 
attending the Orientation on the 31st.  New members 
will be received on Sunday, February 21. You’ll be 
able to sign up on the Church Life Volunteer Sheet 
today or by calling the church office.  
  

SOUP SALE NEXT SUNDAY 
 Members of the local Christian Motorcycle 
Association have  a wide variety of pints of soup for 
sale today in Wesley Hall.   They’re selling them for $2 
a pint/buy 2 pints, get one free.  All proceeds will 
benefit their club’s charitable ministries.  Several guys 
from the group are members of our church family. 
 

 
MEET SOME OF OUR NEW MEMBERS!!! 

 
David and Sandy Amsdell, and their children Emily, Amanda 
and Davey have transferred their membership from First 
UMC in Ashtabula after attending here for several months.  
Oldest daughter, Emily, is in our Confirmation class, and 
Amanda (a 5th grader) and Davey (a 4th grader) attend Sunday 
School.  They attend Ridgeview Elementary School. David 
works for Flight Options, as a corporate pilot out of 
Cleveland, and so works one week and is off the next.  Sandy  
works at home as a medical transcriptionist for a hospital in 
Florida.  They enjoy fifth wheel camping, with their favorite 
spot being in West Virginia. 
 
 
 
Diane Curtis and her daughter, Michelle Smith, have been 
attending our church since last fall.  They both were faithful 
participants in our latest Alpha class.  Diane has done a turn at 
Christian Café, and is a great dishwasher!!!  They have a close 
relationship and try to see each other every other day or so.  
Michelle has two children, Ashley and Fred.  When asked 
why she came to JUMC, Diane shared “so He can help me 
spiritually, emotionally and physically.  I want to know God 
better and get closer to Him.”  
 
 
 
Look in next month’s issue to learn more about the other folks 
who recently joined. 



 
 
 
 
 

To our church friends, 
 Thank you very much for all your cards, visits, 
phone calls, thoughts and prayers throughout my recent 
hospitalization and heart surgery.  I am improving every 
day.  We pray for you also to have a blessed New Year.  
   In God’s love, 
   Deb (and John) Hoprich 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 How can we express our sincere thanks for the 
many acts of kindness?  The phone calls, visits, cards, 
flowers all helped brighten the long 27 days in the hospital.  
Pastor Meredith was there for us every time another 
problem developed.  Although progress is slow, things are 
looking up.  Keep the prayers coming, 
  Gerald and Bev Berrier 
                                                                                       
To all the people that helped with Halo, 
 We would like to thank you for all the beautiful gifts 
that we got for Christmas.  We really appreciate it very 
much, especially for the cookies and groceries gift 
certificate and the stocking that had candy in it.  God bless 
to each and everyone of you this new year season of 2010.
 (one of the families we assisted at Christmas) 
 
Dear Church family, 
Thank you for the remembrance at Christmas this year.  
Your thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated! 
   Kathy Thomas 
Dear Friends, 
 We would like to thank everyone for your prayers 
for Steve’s operation.  It went well.  Please keep him in your 
prayers as he heals.  Thanks again.   Steve & 
Teresa 
 
Dear Jefferson United Methodist Church, 
 Thank you for the Veterans Day card and your 
support.  Currently I am stationed at Camp Pendleton and 
at the new address of: 406 Civic Center Dr., Oceanside, CA 
92054.  Thanks again and have a Merry Christmas. 
   1st LT Joshua Donathan 
 
Dear Friends, 
 On behalf of the children and families of the 
Cleveland Christian Home, thank you so much for keeping 
us in mind, especially at this time of year.  We truly 
appreciate your donation of linens, clothing, personal care 
items, gloves, toys and monetary gift to purchase 
McDonalds gift cards for the children at our home. 
 I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you on 
behalf of the Board of Directors and staff of the Cleveland 
Christian Home as well.  Without you, we would not be able 
to provide as much support to those we have the privilege 
to serve.  You make it possible – through  your generosity, 
for us to continue serving our neighbors in need.  Your 
thoughtfulness will literally change the lives of so many, for 
the better.  Thank you for being our partners in hope! 
   Sincerely, 
   James D. Runyon 
   Cleveland Christian Home 

THANKS to all those who added gloves and mittens to 
the "Mitten Tree" this Christmas. Every year, this 
donation to the Spiderweb Clothes Closet©s Winter Room 
is at just the right time, since our children©s winter 
outerwear is almost entirely distributed. This is another 
example of how Spiderweb operates through the 
community©s kindness. 

Dear Holy Ones, 
 Thank you for your effort, sacrifice and 
commitment in paying shared apportioned ministry.  Your 
faithfulness again, matters deeply to the heart of Christ 
and to many others.  2010 Blessings 
   Rev. Dave Scavuzzo 
   District Superintendent 
Dear friends, 
 Our thanks to Judi Huggins and all the children 
that re-enacted the Live Nativity Scene in the manger at 
the 1849 Church Barn in the historic 19th century 
Jefferson Depot Village on December 5.  Mary, Joseph 
and the three Wisemen did such a good job and were 
enjoyed by so many people that next year we would like 
to add the shepherds! 
 Also, we’d like to thank you for the wonderful 
candlelight Christmas program, “Carols and Scripture” 
presented by the talented Methodist Choir at the 1848 
Church in the Wildwood on December 5.   
 The church was packed and the people were 
inspired by your singing!  We send a special thank you to 
the director, Ruth Rea, and to all the singers!  It was a 
perfect beginning for our Candlelight Walk thru the 
historic 19th century village. Sincerely, 
   Jefferson Depot, Inc. 
   Jean Dutton, President 
 
To our church family, 
 We are humbled and blessed by your love, 
concern, prayers, generosity and caring for us and our 
family.  God bless you all.  In Christ’s love 
   Randy & Laura Demse 
 
Dear Friends, 
Thank you very much for the generous Christmas gift.  I 
truly enjoy leading the Chancel Choir and  I am excited to 
share our anthems with you each week.  I hope that they 
are as meaningful to you as they are to me. I appreciate 
your kind comments, thoughts, prayers and gifts. Thank 
you again.  
   In Christ’s service,  
   Ruth Rea 
 

MANY THANKS!!! 



 
 

Greetings from Rev. Nolan Younkman 
One of our Former Pastors 

We see names in your Newsletter that we remember from as far back as the early "60©s".  It is so good to see how 
great the Jefferson United Methodist Church is growing in so many ways. We attend the First United Methodist Church 
of Punta Gorda, Florida. The head pastor there is originally from Ohio. We were so glad to be have the Curriers in our 
home recently who are able to bring us up-to-date on the Church there. We both turned 80 last July and are so 
thankful that we are in pretty good health for our age. We note that you are celebrating Christmas in so many ways. It 
is so rewarding to see that happening. We love the church service here. The congregation grows so much during the 
fall and winter months when all the "snowbirds" come south. The church normally has about 1200 members but grows 
ever so much larger during the above months. Again, greeting to all the staff and members of Jefferson church.  
        In His Name.   
       Retired Pastor,Nolan and wife, Mary Younkman 
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