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PASTOR QUINCY 'S PAGE

Philippians 1:25-26 “ Convinced of this, | know that | will remain, and | will continue with
all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, so that through my being with you again your

joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me. ”

As we enter again into the letter of the Philippians, | would like to remind you that Paul is
writing this letter from prison, most likely in Rome. He is unsure of whether he will be executed,
or will remain in prison, or if he will be set free. But he is confident that no matter what the re-

sult, Christ will expand in his body.

In verse 25, Paul announces that he is convinced — although, not sure — that the re-
sults of his imprisonment will be ultimately his release, for the benefit of the Philippian church
and others. The NIV then says that the results will be joy, progress and joy for the Philippians.

| ’m not sure why it translates the second word “joy ” because it is an entirely different word

than the first word “joy.” the second word actually means “boasting. ” So, Paul says that
his restoration to the Philippians will continue the advancement of the life of Jesus among them

and fill them with joy. And, that this event will make their boasting in Christ overflow.

Paul was eventually released from prison, and not only that, he was released by order of
the Emperor Nero. Now, later on, Paul returned to prison under Nero and was executed, but
after this letter, he was released to return to churches like the one in Philippi. Talk about a rea-
son to boast! The most depraved, ungodly emperor in Roman history was used by God to
bring the beloved apostle hoe to his church! Nero has no idea of the dangerous man he had
released in Paul . . . Because of the message spreading through Paul, the entire known world

came to a knowledge of Christ . . . And Nero’ s release of Paul helped bring that about.

When ’s the last time you boasted about Jesus? When ’s the last time you were ex-
cited to tell someone about what Jesus has done in your life? My guess is that if we take a look
at our lives, we will see how Jesus is constantly bringing life from death, joy from pain, and sal-

vation from helplessness. Don 't underestimate my Jesus! He ’s a winner!
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