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CELEBRATE JESUS' BIRTH!

Please join us in a joyous time of celebration and worship. We will sing all the
beautiful carols, laugh together, pray together, and listen to the Bible story retold as we

open our hearts to allow Jesus to be born into our lives.

Christmas Eve

6:30 p.m. Joyous carols, scripture, the Lighting of the Christ Candle — We'll
celebrate the birth of our Lord! This is a great family celebration!

Kinderchoir and the Adventure Club Singers will sing.

9:00 p.m.  Carols and Candlelight. Our featured musicians will be Inspiration

and Voices Raised. They will be sharing a beautiful

contemporary musical cantata, “King of Glory, King of Grace.” This will

be a candlelight service.

11:00 p.m. Carols, Candlelight and Communion Come with
quiet joy to hear scripture, sing carols and usher in
Christmas Day with Candlelight and Holy Communion.

The Chancel Choir will share music.




THE VERY BEST GIFT —EVER'!

Merry Christmas! The“day of Christ” isalmost here and | am enjoying the whole
journey to the manger of Jesus. The candles, the carols, the unfolding of the Christmas
story, the Sunday School pageant, and the anticipation of “the Birth” keep my spirits high
these days.

My mind has been filled with thoughts about what giftsto giveto our children, our
granddaughter, and the Halo families we adopted for Christmas. While shopping, | noticed
people wandering through the storeslooking for Christmaswith tired, empty looks on their
faces. But othersseem to havetheinner joy of the deeper meaning of the season and it
shows! Celebrating Jesus' birth makes all the difference.

Thevery best gift ever is,
“Unto you isborn thisday in the city of David,
a Savior whoisChrist theLord. Do not be
afraid, for | bring you Good News of
GREAT joy which shall beto all the people.”

“God’s Christmas gift has 3 qualitiesthat make it unique. First, it isthe most expensive
gift you will EVER receive. Jesus paid the pricefor thisgift with Hislife. Secondly, it’sthe
only gift you will ever receive that will never wear out. It will last for forever! Thirdly, this
iIsavery practical gift —onethat you will use everyday for therest of your life! “

(The Purpose of Christmas—Warren)

Wrapped up in thisgift of Jesusareall the benefitsand blessings that you could ever
need OR want in your timeon earth. In Jesus, your past isforgiven, you are showered with
passionate love, and you get to look forward to a homein heaven. Why celebrate Christmas
if you are not going to open the BEST gift of all??? Just think, not only can you and | open
His marvelous gift —we can giveit freely to everyone we know!

Lovein Christ Jesus,

Pastor Meredith
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Hot cider and Christmas goodies will be served
along with lots of warm and joyful greetings of the season!
Please Come!!

BUY YOUR CHRISTMAS CONFECTIONS AT THE CHRISTO MISSION TEAM
COOKIE AND CANDY SALE

Sunday, December 20 in Wesley Hall
You'll be able to purchase scrumptious treats by the dozen! Buy a box already made up or select your own.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
AND BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20
This year our Sunday School will be presenting their Christmas Pageant. It will begin at 10:00 in the
Sanctuary. Then we® move to Wesley Hall for a rousing Birthday Song for Jesus and cake.
The Jr. Highs will serve cake and punch at Jesus@irthday Party. The Sr. Highs will set up the tables

and chairs for the party. The whole church is very, very welcome to come!

SCHEDULE FOR PREPARING FOR
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
Please help us prepare for this wonderful
celebration. Kinderchoir and the Adventure Club
Singers should be at the church at 6:10 p.m.
Christmas Eve. Here® a rundown of where they®
meet to practice:
Kinderchoir -- Basement Pre-School Room
(During the worship service they
will sit together as a choir.)
Adventure Club -- Angels’ Wing (During
the worship service, they will sit
with their families.)

POINSETTIAS
Thanks to those who ordered poinsettias. Please
be sure to pick them up following the
11:00 p.m. Candlelight Christmas Eve service or
as soon as possible after that.

UMCF PLANSNEW YEAR'SEVE PARTY
Rich & Ruth Reawill once again host the

United Methodist Christian Fellowship group for
couples at their home (1064 Route 7, Pierpont). Come
around 8 p.m., and be ready for fun! Bring a snack to
share, game(s) to play and a smile on your faces, as
they ring in the new year. There's plenty of parking
across the street at Pierpont Elementary School. 1f
you' re planning to come, just give Rich & Ruth acall
(577-1578).
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COMMITMENT SUNDAY

AND HOLY COMMUNION

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10 8:30 & 11:00

On Sunday, January 10 we will honor all the folks who have been part of our outstanding

team for ministry and service in Jesus Christ in 2009.

Alnd we® be consecrating our 2010 officers and volunteers as they begin their work to
strengthen our church® witness for Jesus Christ in this world of need.
Please come to either service as we celebrate with the Lord and give thanks for His call in

our lives.




It's Time To Get Back To The Basics!

What: A five-week interactive class on the “Basics of Christianity”

Who: All adults, especially those who have recently joined, or prospective
members of JUMC

When: Sunday evenings in January, beginning on the 3 and finishing the 31st
at 7:00 p.m.

Content: Week 1 Introduction to Christianity; summary of Major Doctrines of
the church, trinity, salvation, heaven and hell, etc.)

Week 2 The Bible — a basic understanding of the Old and New
Testaments

Week 3 How to Live a Christian Life — Developing a life of prayer;
Introduction to United Methodism.

Week 4 The Local Church — Our Mission Statement; Sharing our
faith; Living out our Social Principles; How do we “fit
in” with the church family.

Week 5 We'll finish up any topics we didn’t have time for at our
other sessions plus hold a New Members’ orientation.

New M embers Received

Pastor Meredith will receive new members in February. If you'd like to join, the New Members’
orientation will be held Sunday, January 31 at 7 p.m. as part of the Back to Basics course. You can
join either by attending the Back to Basics course or attending the Orientation on the 31st. You'll be
able to sign up on the Church Life Volunteer Sheet in January or by calling the church office.

Thoughts from Pastor Josh

Alright, a show of hands, how many of you believe that Christmasisjust days away? | am still trying to figure
out what happened to August and September and hereit is Christmas. It has been ablur of activity, the last month
or so and it does not look like it will slow down for afew more weeks but, thisis the time when we really need to
take some a minute or two to stop and reflect on just what we are doing all of thisfor.

Some, would say that they are doing it for the children; others would say it’ s about family and friends; till
others, might say that they are in to the Christmas season for the fun and fellowship; retailers are in it for the sales.
Although all of these things have become a part of the Christmas celebration, none of them is sufficient to express
what this holy day is all about.

Christmasis about Christ! Now, | know that there are people in the world that would call that very intolerant
and Christocentric, exclusively Christian, and | suppose it is. However, Christmas is the day we celebrate the birth
of Jesus, a birth that took place for the sole purpose of saving people from themselves and their commitment to
sin. Jesus came so that he could die so that our sins could be forgiven and we could be restored to a relationship
with God. And, we celebrate the day that this baby was born and this process began.

ItisJesus birthday and when we go to a birthday party we go taking gifts not expecting to get gifts; not that
the glitz and glitter and gifts are wrong or terrible but let’ s not make them the focus. In the next few days, slow
down spent some time thinking about Jesus, his birth, his death, his resurrection and al that these things mean to
us, as Christians and to the rest of the world. This year let’s give Jesus the gift of ourselves for him to use however
he sees fit. Now, that would be a great gift!

Have aMerry Christmas and wonderful New Y ear and may they be celebrated and spent honoring and
glorifying the one who was born, lived and died just for each of us.




COME SKI WITH US!

We@e going to Peek ® Peak for a wonderful day of skiing Sunday, January 14. We® leave at 1:00 and
return pretty late at night (about 12 midnight -- there® no school the next day). We® be able to hit
the slopes from 4-10 p.m. Reservations deadline is January 7. NO EXCEPTIONSTHIS YEAR!! Payment should
be turned in with your reservation (make checks payable to JUMC).

$48 Beginner® package (includes equipment) rental, lift ticket to bunny hill and ski
lesson) THIS IS FOR SKIING AND SNOWBOARDING

$43 Adult Lift Ticket & Skis (12 years and older)
$31 Child Lift Ticket & Skis (11 years and younger)

$48 Adult Lift Ticket & Snowboard (12 years and older)

__ $36 Child Lift Ticket & Snowboard (12 years and younger)
%24 Adult Lift Ticket (12 years and older)
__ $17 Child Lift Ticket (11 years and younger)
______$10 helmet rental
_____ Tubing Pass ( till 10:00 p.m.)
______1hour $10 _____ 2hour %10 3 hour $15

I'm an adult -- | can drive.

NAME




Those in our church family:

Mary Daubenspeck Gerald Berrier
Dorothy DeyErmand Alison Czayka
David & Rosalie Shadle Doris Vicol
Pat Cramer Marcia Kepiro
Lawrence Metzler Barbara Hillyer
Gerald Berrier Annette Sheldon
Debbie Hoprich Rick Furman
Thelma Hoffman Rita Zack

Friends & Family:

Bethany Jones, Laura Demse® niece

Julie Manley, Randy Demse® sister

Dave Bulger, Will & Judi HugginsGiuture
grandson-in-law

Jean Mann, Joy Ebersole® sister

Veva Jeppe (lifted by Tom & Carole Wright)

Sarah Bumgarner, Jessica Bumgarner® grandma

Shirley Lautenen (lifted by Carole Wright)

Angela Hale (lifted by Mary Daubenspeck and
Dee Moore)

Brad Wynveen & family (lifted by Laurie Rider &
Don Sotka)

Reva Hoke’s mom, Loretta (lifted by Marty
Cephas)
Ruth Ann Starr (lifted by Gerry Jerome)

Camerie Wilson (lifted by Paul Freeman
Mundo Zampieri (lifted by Heather & Joann
Whetsell)

Jean Mann, Joy Ebersole’s sister

Tina Furman (lifted by John Furman II)

Joy Kettunen, David Blough'’s sister

Terri Wlaydyka

Janice Tenan (lifted by Cheryl Perez)

Madelaine Rust

Paul Walsh

Vonda Stricker, Deanna Blough'’s cousin
Shirley Mahle, Pam Gran’s mom
Neil & Ella Mae Herman Family (lifted by Heather

Whetsell

OUR LOCAL FOOD PANTRY UPDATE
For the month of January we are asking
for small cans of tuna fish, juice, fruit, jelly
(no grape),diabetic foods, coffee, tea and
hot chocolate.

Your donations can be left in the Link
Room (the stairwell between the sanctuary
and the gym. There is a container for
donations.

Those who are mourning:
The family of Fernando Rael, following his death (lifted by
Mike & Penny Redmon)

Candace Brooks and family following the death of her
father, JackTrimble

Sue Writz and family following the death of her dad

The family of Rev. Dick Cheney following his death
(lifted by Buzz Sly)

People celebrating special times:
TJ. & Valerie Gabor (on birth of daughter Adeline)
lifted by Adeline’s grandpa Ron Ensell
Amanda Bates on her graduation from Youngstown State

REMEMBER OUR SHUTINS

Please remember our shut-ins by visiting, phoning or
sending a card. If you know of anyone who is not on this
list, please contact Barb Heath, our Senior Coordinator.
Vera Brenneman, Mildred Pettit, Lena Reigelman,
Edie Conway, and Lola Metzler reside at Jefferson
Healthcare Center, 222 E. Beech St., Jefferson, OH
44047 Ph: 576-0060.

Robert Janson and Dorothy Krieg reside at the
Ashtabula County Nursing Home. Kingsville, OH 44048.
Ph: 1-224-2161.

Eleanor Ferguson resides at Country Club Estates,
925 E. 26" Street, Ashtabula, OH 44004

Frances Prochko resides at Villa by the Lake, 48
Parrish Rd. A-15, Conneaut, OH 44030. Her phone
number is 599-9040

Frances Kirkland resides at Geneva Village
Retirement Community, 1140 South Broadway, Geneva,
Oh 44041 Ph: 466-5809.

CHRI STMAS TREES NEEDED
We're looking for one or two pre-lit
Christrmas trees for our church. If you
have one you'd |ike to donate, please call
the church office or sign up on today’s
Church Life Vol unteer Sheet.

I's your talent furniture refinishing? e
have several small projects —

sonme of our wooden pedestals and our oak
table in Angel’s Wng — that need sone
attention. If this is right up your

al l ey, please call the church office or
sign up on today’'s Church Life Vol unteer
Sheet !
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Cantata Practice
Sunday, December 21 at 7 p.m. — Our final rehearsal!!!!

JOY RINGERS & INSPIRATION RESUME REGULAR PRACTICE SUNDAY, JANUARY 3
6:00 Joy Ringers
6:50 Devotions
7:00 Inspiration

MOVIE NIGHT
Saturday, January 9 at 7 p.m.
We’'ll set up the screen and watch a movie in Angel’s Wing
Popcorn provided!!!

Missions Meetings
Sunday January 25
6:00-Home Missions-we need to get ready for our super bowl sub sale,
candy bar sale, and more team building games
7:00-Christo-Trip details, tools to learn, fundraiser to talk about, and more

Friday January 30
Winter Jam
We will meet at the church at 4:20 p.m. so we get tickets and good seats.
Please eat before you come. We will return around 11:30 p.m.
Cost: $10 at the door only
Concert includes: Third Day, Newsboys, Newsong and lots more!!!

Bible Study Tuesday Nights
At Jon & Brittney Roden’s home
796 Lenox-New Lyme Rd.

We will still meet every Tuesday !

" + 3 + 40
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SHARING THE MINISTRY IN January 2009

8:30 Service 11:00 Service’’
Nursery
Jan 3 LisaBrail Annette Sheldon
10 Phil Spencer Barb Heath
17 Tammy Misinec Ann Hobson
24 Melanie Sanders Barb Rosenburg
31 Pat Cramer
Acolyte
Jan. 3 Kathryn Gage Brady Burns
10 Thomas Gage Joel Nlson
17 Cody Daly Noah Nelson
24 Corey Daly Marcus Harvey
31 Marissa Christ Matthew Harvey
Liturgist
Jan 3 Ron Ensdll Greg Housel
10 Carolyn Jerome Melissa Johnson
17 Miki Gage Bekki Smith
24 John King Lee DeyErmand
Jr. Church
Jan. 3 Kelly Burns
10 Heather Burlingame
17 LisaBrail

24 Debbie Burlingame
31 Darlene Ford
Techs
Jan. 3 SamieAllega& Tom Avsec Dan Claypool & Cheryl Perez
10 Buzz Sly & JennaMarch George & Bekki Smith

17 Jerry & VirginiaMarch Dan Claypool & Cheryl Perez
24 Meéelanie March/ Aaron Painer Michael Housel/ Neil Coleman
31 Kevin Burke Kevin Burke
Coffee & Donuts Ushers

Jan. 3 Mary Howe (8:30) Bill Painter, Henery
10 George & Bekki Smith Woolley & Bruce Chapman
17 Ron Ensdll (11:00) Will & Judi
24 Candace Brooks Huggins, Jason Brand\

31 Jodi Bishop

Communion Stewards—8:30: Sue Herpy
11:00: Brittney Roden

Here’s a list of folks who have
birthdays in January:
(If youd like your birthday
listed, just call the church
office.)
Jan. 1 Kendra Rodgers
2 Jim Nizen
3 Dexter Norris
4 James Cramer
JoAnn Jackson
8 Sue Murphy
Daniel Miller
9 Michael Munz
Terra Writz
10Ruby Hruska-Williams
Robert Munz
Julia Agnew
11John Hoprich
12Kay Prochko
13Sheri Busch
14Rainey Fleming
John Clarin
15Helen Park
Ann Marrison
17Jeremy Stiles
18Betty Martin
20 Linc Jerome
Mary Spencer
21Nicholas Bishop
23George Smith
24Jared Fenton
Lynn Neely
25Karen Sly
26Dave Litwiler
28Dan Loomis
Corey Starcher
Laurie Locy
Betty Johns
Scott Bumgarner
30George Johnson
31 Caitlynn Leary
Marty Cephas

Dear Brothers and Sisters at JUMC,

The response to Christmas in Liberia has been amazing and | want to thank all who participated in making it

happen. | have already started to put the Christmas presents together for the kids and | am so excited for them. All

the kids are getting a new outfit, flip-flops, fresh fruit, atoy, some candy, school supplies, and atoothbrush.

Christmasisareally big deal herein Liberia and letting these kids know that they have friends in the States that care

enough to give them presents is an awesome thing. We will have updates of the distribution on our blog in afew

days at www.orphanreliefandrescue.org/blog
Matt Cramer




God Bless Your Generous Hearts!
Together we collected $3123.62 at the 2009 Living
Gift Market . AMAZING! We are sending
$2452.58 to Heifer International; $180.27 to
Habitat; $490.77 to Nothing but Nets. Thanks to
all who donated!

Sunday School classes you did a

HUGS...Annette Paul & Kathy Housel.
Cows: $558.61 Sheep: $238.80 Bees:
$370.03 Habitat: $180.27
Goat: $377.70 Chickens: $392.40 Fish
$143.19 Rabbit: $143.10
Pig: $228.75 Nothing But Nets: $490.77

The following is from our friends in Pinetown,
South Africa. Individual supports within our
church recently sent nearly $1400 there:

To everyone at Jefferson UMC

Thank you so much to everyone for your
tremendous donation that we have received. Y our
support means so much to us especially aswetry
to meet the needs of our precious ladies.

We have ladies who are part of our sewing
group who are very keen to use their sewing skills
to generate an income for themselves by taking
sewing orders from their neighbours and friends
but unfortunately do not have money to buy fabric
for the orders.

Thisiswhere we have decided to use your
donation and in order to help them we are going to
provide loans to the ladies to purchase the much
needed fabric. Once they receive payment they
will repay the loan and take another loan if needed.

In thisway we will be helping to
eventually support themselves thrugh the sklls that
they have learned at Phakamsa. Thank you so
much once gain for enabling us to help our ladies.
Yours sincerely,

Glenda Howieson

Phakamisa Coordinator
(The name “Phakamisa’ is pronounced Pa-Ga
Mee-Saand meansto LIFT UP, TO MAKE
GROW)

Dear Jefferson United Methodist Church,

| want to thank you all for your prayers to the
Lord at Sue Murphy’s
request. I'm doing much better. God bless you all.

Your friend,
Jeanette Emery
Dear JUMC Family,

Thank you so much for all your phone calls,
cards, visits, food and most of all prayers following my
recent surgery. I'm recovering very well and have been
really encouraged by all your caring. Being a part of
Jefferson United Methodist
Church’s family is one of God’s great blessings in my
life. Peace,

Pat Cramer
P.S. Ron has enjoyed the food, too!!!

Dear friends at the Methodist church,
Thank you so very much for your gift of cleaning
the "pesky"
morning glory off my fence. What a nice gift. |
appreciate it so much.
thank you very much.
Ruby
E. Hurska Williams

Our Season of Harvest Progress Report

“And these are the ones (seeds) sown on the
good soil: they hear the word and accept it and bear
fruit, thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.” Mark 4:20

Our stewardship bags are being returned the
office, with ten of our routes completed and turned in.
Please pass the bag that comes to you quickly, so we
can wrap it all up in the next week or two. Look for a
progress report next week on the results.
Thus far, we've received pledges as follows:

Ministries & Missions (current expenses):

$151,172
Building Fund: $22,540

FROM JERRY MARCH, OUR TREASURER

The gap is closing quickly!! We're trying to be
sure that all of our bills are paid in full, including our
Shared Ministries (denominational
apportionments). Thanks to generous “extra mile
giving” (beyond your regular giving), we now only
owe $7,425 on these
Shared Ministries. We're not done, but we're
definitely closer.
Amounts large or small make a difference. Just as
God has generously blessed each of us, I'm sure
that our church family will return those blessings.
Thank you.




Events, Groups & Classes in January
Sundays 9:40 a.m. Sunday School for all Throughout the church
Sundays 6:00 p.m. Teen Choirs Angel's Wing & Choir Room
Tues. & Thurs. 5:15 p.m. Strong Women's Weight Class Angel's Wing
Tuesdays 6:30 & 7:00 p.m. Disciple Bible Study Groups Angel's Wing & Disciples Room
Wednesdays 9:15 a.m. Morning Bread Angel's Wing
Wednesdays 1-3 p.m. Mary/Martha Circle Disciples’ Room
Wednesdays 3:40 p.m. Adventure Club Throughout the church
Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. Lead the Way Café Wesley Hall
Wednesdays 6:15-8 p.m. Teen Open Gym & Fellowship Wesley Hall & Angel’'s Wing
Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Sanctuary
Thursdays 6:30 a.m. Recharge for Men Angel's Wing
Saturdays 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Group Mugs Restaurant
Tues.,Jan.5& 19 4-6:00 Christian Café Wesley Hall
Sunday, Jan. 10 6:00 p.m. Blessed Women Support Group Angel's Wing
Thurs, Jan 14 12:30 p.m. Lydia Daytime Book Circle Mary Howe’s home, 95 W. Walnut St.
Tues., Jan 12 noon Table Talk Angel's Wing
Wed.,Jan. 13 6:30 p.m. Women'’s Evening Book Circle Parlor
Wed., Jan. 20 7:00 p.m. Next Step Bereavement Group Parlor
Thurs., January 21 7:00 p.m. Memory Loss Support Group Angel’'s Wing
Sun. January 24 6:00 p.m. Home Mission Team Angel's Wing
Sun., January 24 7:00 p.m. Christo Mission Team Angel's Wing
Thurs.,Jan. 28 noon R&R Luncheon To Be Announced

Boards & Committees

Mon., Jan. 4 7:00 0.m. Missions Comm. Parlor
Mon., Jan 11 6:15 p.m. Finance Comm. Pastor’s Office
Mon, Jan. 11 7:00 p.m. Administrative Council Angel's Wing
Mon., Jan. 18 7:00 p.m. Alternative Worship Team Angel's Wing
Mon., Jan. 18 7:00 p.m. Trustees Parlor
Tues., Jan. 19 5:30 p.m. Membership Care Parlor

COME TO OUR SECOND SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON JANUARY 10!

Right after the 11:00 worship service.

Come share a meal and conversation! Get to know new people, share old friendships. Open to everyone in our
church family, this is just a chance to relax a bit and have a good time. Bring a side dish or dessert — we’ll have a
main entrée prepared. Beverages and place settings will be provided.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE LISTED IN OUR ADDRESS/BUSINESS DIRECTORY?

Each January we print a telephone and address directory of all those in our church family. We also list people
who have businesses, whether it's a part-time type or your fulltime profession. If you'd like to be listed in the 2010
Directory, please drop of information you’'d like to share at the church office. Deadline for inclusion will be

January 10.







