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LOVE GOD LOVE OTHERS SERVE THE WORLD

COME 10 oun nrr cHURCH
SUMMER CELEBRATIQN

Sunday, August 14 2010
At the home of Don Sotka and Laurie Rider

GATHER AT 5P.M. —relaxing on the por ch, whatever!!

POTLUCK PICNIC AT 6 P.M. —have adish to pass, bring a lawn chair if you'd
liketo. Tableservice& drinkswill be provided.

VESPERS AT 7 P.M.—-we'll gather on the dock and wor ship God with our
praise band and simple message from Pastor Meredith.

Seetheinsidefor directionsto Don & Laurie’'shome



GROWING THE CHURCH

How exciting! Right in the middle of thissummer , right in our own backyard we are
watching the building up of our church addition in avisibleway. First the foundation was
laid, the new water lineinstalled, cement poured, walls going up, the tresses erected, with
much moreto come! The new Christian Education building will be a marvelous space for
our children, teen ministry, and Sunday School classroomsin addition to our many weekly
small groupsand Bible studies. Thevision for thefutureisin God’s handsand we arethe
onesto be faithful and responsible for what the Lord isbuilding!

| Peter 2:4 remindsusthat weareto cometothelLord, aliving stone.... Chosen and
preciousin God’ssight, and “like living stones, let your selves be built into a spiritual
house, to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ.” Peter goeson to say that as“ God’s own people we ar e to proclaim the mighty
acts of him who called you out of darkness and into hismarvelouslight.” 2:9

Today, wearecalled to GROW THE CHURCH! Being a growing church means so
much more than a constructing a building, or even adding numbers of peopleto sit in the
pews on Sunday mornings. growing the church meansbeing an active part of a healthy
Christ —centered, Spirit ignited, loving, forgiving, learning, vital and empower ed
Congregation! Growing the church means committing our selvesto prayer — | don’t mean
wimpy, meaningless, “just going through the motions’ prayer, but courageous, real ,
speaking to God in relevant, significant, sincereways and then —LISTENING to God’s
response and taking the next action stepsfor you and the church. Growing the church
means getting out and telling othersthe Good News of Jesus!

It could betelling your story of faith or inviting afriend to a new small group or
worship! Our Encounter Worship at 11:00 AM on Sunday mor nings may bejust the new
experience of joy in the Lord that a beginner would love!

Lifeismeant to beshared! Thefriendship and fellowship we have with each other asa
growing church isgenuine, heart to heart and sometimes even gut wrenching aswe care
and comfort one another with Jesus' kind of love. These are exciting times of growing!
Thanksbeto God for the CHURCH of believers! 1'm blessed to be herel!

Pastor M

What???? Christmas in July???

Well not exactly, but you know it won't be long before we begin organizing for both our community
and church effort to assist those in need through our county-wide HALO program. After many years of
faithful service Terry & Julie Smith are stepping down as our church coordinators. Also, Jack & Mary Howe,
who have been community coordinators would like to train some helpers. If you have a heart for hel ping those
in need at Christmas, please call the church office or speak to Pastor Meredith.




YOU CAN STILL REGISTER FOR
Our Fabulous Vacation Bible School
For Pre-schoolersthrough Sixth Graders
Monday, July 25 through Friday, July 29 9 a.m. to noon %

Theday isalmost here! Your children will be
thrilled to be part of thistantalizing adventure focusing on
praising our wonderful incredible, amazing, magnificent and

awesome God! This cosmic combination of faith and fun wnere Fide ‘:‘qua{
will bring your children into a closer relationship with God \ o Rect?
through Jesus Christ.
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ARE YOU TECH SAVVY?? PASTOR MEREDITH NEEDS HELP!!

Pastor would like to have a multimedia helper — someone who would find video and audio
clips that will complement her sermons. This person would be comfortable checking out
possibilities on youtube, etc. Pastor Meredith would give you sermon themes, etc. weeks ahead
to give you time to find something. If this sounds like something you could do, please call her at
the church office or sign up on Sunday’s Church Life Servant Sheet.



LET'S COVER THOSE FEET AND SEATS!!!

Seats & feet—we all like to have them covered, don’t
we? Well, some of the people who come to
Spiderweb need coverings & there just aren’t many
there to be had. So, in Aug., we’ll be collecting new
(we don’'t want other people’s underwear, do we??)
underwear & socks for school children. If you feel
inclined to include some for adults, that would be
great, too! There will be a labeled collection
container in the Sanctuary during the month. Please
be generous—none of us would want to see naked
seats or feet in school this year!

Missions Committee

A WORD FROM OUR TREASURER
Jerry March, our Treasurer, reports that our
financial picture is a bright one. All of our bills,
including our denominational obligations are paid in
full.

Mid-year giving statements are now
available — just stop in and pick yours up!!

THE MAMMOVAN IS COMING
September 2 9:00-3:00 P.M.

Once again, Jefferson United Methodist Church is
sponsoring another visit of the MammoVan to our
community. The Breast Care Center® mobile
mammography unit, the MammoVan, makes it more
convenient for women to have these important
examinations performed. The costis $120. They do
bill insurance. For those who are income eligible,
the exam can be free of charge. To see if you
qualify for a free exam call 800-443-2168

To make an appointment, call the church office at
576-4561.

MANNA FOOD PANTRY issponsoring a” Free
Produce" day on July 28 and the fourth Friday in
August, September and October from 10AM-noon
for low income families. Thisisin addition to the
clients monthly food. Clients should bring their own
bags. Manna Pantry islocated Paul’s Lutheran
Church, 89 East Satin St

Kelly & Chris Cooke say “Thank You!!!”
If you remember, Kelly (Crowell) Cooke and

her husband, Chris, serve Christ by working with
college athletes at Pitt University. In addition to them
receiving part of our Fourth Sunday Loose Change
Collection, you can choose to make a one-time gift to
their organization — CCO or arrange to provide
monthly financial support. (www.ccojubilee.org)
Here is their latest communiqué —

Dear Friends and Family,

Thank you for your faithful support! Your
partnership is making a significant impact on the
lives of these student-athletes at Pitt. Thank you for
joining us in this work!

Please pray for us as we begin to prepare for
the upcoming Fall semester, and the Lord will work
in mighty ways this year! Thank you!

Chris & Kelly Cooke
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TABLES ARE $20 EACH. SELL YOUR CRAFTS -
SELL YOUR FLEAS/GARAGE SALE ITEMS --
ARE YOU A VENDOR? SET UP A TABLE FOR
YOUR BUSINESS!!!

All proceeds from these events will be used to
support agroup from our church who will be
traveling to Uganda in January/February 2012 to
work with Active Blessing in helping
abandoned children. To learn more about this
ministry go to www.activeblessing.com
LOOK FOR THE ORANGE REGISTRATION
FORMS




THISMONTHSEVENTS

Sundays 8:30 Traditional Worship Sanctuary

Sundays 10:00 a.m. Adult Summer Classes Outdoors & Parlo

Sundays 11:00 a.m. Encounter Worship Sanctuary

Sundays 11:20 a.m. SPARK! for children Angel’'s Wing

Mondays 6:30 p.m. Young Adult Group Village Coffee House

Wednesdays 1-3 p.m. Mary-Martha Circle Disciples’ Room

Wednesdays 6:00 p.m. Teen Bible Study Angel’'s Wing

Saturdays 7:15 a.m. Men'’s Breakfast Group Mugs Restaurant

Aug. 2 & 16 4-6:00 p.m. Christian Café Wesley Hall

Aug. 3 6:30 p.m. H20 Mission Team Disciples’ Room

Aug. 4 & 18 7:00 p.m. Praise Band Practice Sanctuary

Aug. 5 5-7 p.m. Spiderweb Open House Spiderweb

Aug. 9 noon Table Talk Angel’'s Wing

Aug. 10 6:30 p.m. Evening Book Circle home of Norma Barton 201 Woodside Dr.
Aug. 11 6:00 p.m. Matthew Cramer Information Dinner Angel’'s Wing

Aug. 13 9:30-3 Multi Market Mission Event Wesley Hall

Aug. 14 5p.m. All-Church Summer Celebration Don & Laurie Sotka’s home (1550 Lake Crest
Aug. 15, 22 6:30 -8 p.m. “Are You Saved” Study Angel’'s Wing Dr., Roaming Shores)
Aug.18 7:00 p.m. Memory Loss Support Group Parlor

Aug. 19 9:00 a.m. Real8 goes to Waldameer Park Erie, PA

Sat.,, Aug. 27 10 a.m. -3 p.m. United Methodist Women’s Retreat  Annette Sheldon’s home (2946 Lampson
Aug. 21 2:00 p.m. Worship at Austinburg Nrsg. Home Rd., Austinburg)

Aug. 25 7:00 p.m. Next Step Bereavement Group Parlor

BOARD AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Mon., Aug. 1 7:00 p.m. Radical Hospitality Angel’'s Wing
Tues., Aug. 2 7:00 p.m. Nominating Comm. Angel’'s Wing
Wed., Aug. 3 7:00 p.m. Worship Comm. Angel’'s Wing
Tues., Aug. 9 1:00 p.m. Memorial Comm. Parlor
Mon., Aug. 15 7:00 p.m. Trustees Parlor
Tues., Aug. 16 5:30 p.m. Membership Care Parlor
Mon., Aug. 22 7:00 p.m. Staff Parish Relations Parlor
Wed., Aug. 24 6:30 p.m. Budget Comm. Parlor
Wed., Aug. 31 6:30 p.m. Sunday School Staff Disciples’ Room
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Sandy Corbett, UMW Unit Pres.; Marian King, UMW
District Pres.; Vivian Ford, UMW Unit 2011 Woman of
the Yaar; Annette Paul, UMW Unit 2010 Woman of the
Y ear; Rev. Meredith Coleman, Pastor JUMC

Vivian Ford Named UMW Woman of the Y ear

On July 10, Vivian Ford was very surprised to be
selected as the 2011 United Methodist Woman of the Y ear.
She exemplifies the ideals of being a member of UMW, and
isalso an active, dedicated part of our church family and
our community.

For many years she was aloyal member of the
UMW Wednesday afternoon Bazaar workshop, where
women got together to make all kinds of crafted items that
were sold at the Bazaar in October. Her specialty was
making canvas needlepoint items. She was ready and
willing to work in the kitchen, too, in preparation for the
Bazaar Luncheons. Sheis an active member of our United
Methodist Women unit, and participatesin their fundraisers
aswell as attending Unit meetings.

She has a so participated for many years on the team
that provides funera dinnersfor those in our church family,
and when Della Smith could no longer be in the charge for
the dinners, she readily replied “Yes!” when asked to step
up and take over.

Because she's so comfortable in the kitchen, she has
served on the Christian Café meals ministry team for many
years, being in charge of the desserts, and evenfilling in as
“the boss” when Carole Wright, our regular team leader,
needs a day off. Her standard mode of operation isto stay
at Cafe until al the tables have been wiped down and
everything istidied up, even when she’ s been on duty since
8am.

Aside from United Methodist Women activities, she
serves as one of the counters for Jerry March, our church
treasurer once a month.

Outside the church, sheisasurgical hostess through
the women’s auxiliary at Ashtabula County Medical Center
and serves on the Auxiliary Board. Y ou can see her, too,
running the canteen at the Red Cross Bloodmobile held here
every other month.
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Dear United Methodist Women,

What a surprise!! 1
believe every woman in the
church is a volunteer, a person
who offers to do something or
give of their own free will. This
is the reason our United
Methodist Women and our
church are so caring. | am
blessed to be a small part.

Thank you,

Vivian Ford




THANK YOU

Dear Home Mission Team,

Thank you very much for scraping and painting
my shed. It was very much appreciated. = God bless,

Mary Kerzic

Dear Friends,

| really appreciate your prayers, cards, calls and
visits. Thank you so much. | am doing much better
since my emergency surgery on my leg. God bless,

Bill Lake

Matthew, Alvina & Kingsley

Cramer To Be Home Soon
Come Hear about Matthew’s work with
Orphan Relief & Rescue in Liberia, West Africa
Sunday, August 7 — briefly at both services
and a question-and-answer period
from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. that day

ALSO

Please Come to Their Annual
Information Dinner
Thursday, August 11 at 6 p.m.
in the Angel’s Wing
(We'll be having one of Alvina’s
favorite American meals — meatloaf!!!)

WE'RE LEADING WORSHIP AT THE
JEFFERSON HEALTH CARE CENTER
And AUSTINBURG NURSING HOME
We have the privilege of leading a worship
service at Jefferson Health Care Center the 5"
Sundays of the month and at Austinburg Nursing
Home on the 4™ Sunday of the month. The service
will begin at 2:30 p.m., and we could use help with
transporting people to the community room, singing
along with the hymns and being a smiling, caring
presence to our senior friends. Please come at 2:00
p.m. to help.

CHANCEL CHOIR PLANS ANNUAL POTLUCK

Wednesday, August 24 at 6:30 p.m.

In the Angel’s Wing at Church
Bring a dish to pass — table service and drinks

will be provided. We'll catch up with either over
dinner and get our voices warmed up for a
sensational year! If you've thought about giving
Chancel Choir a try, this would be a great time to plug
in. They sing almost every Sunday September
through May, generally singing at the 8:30 traditional
worship service and once a month at the 11:00
Encounter. We'll eat from 6:30 to 7:30 and then have
a rehearsal from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

SPIDERWEB NEWS

As you may know, Spiderweb is a grassroots
social services agency that is housed on our campus,
just adjacent to the church. It aspires to provide a
safe and welcoming setting for families to come to
seek help and to receive respect, acceptance and
dignity, as well as to be a strong voice of leadership
and advocacy for the needs of youth in Southern
Ashtabula County. They accomplish these goals
through their free clothing closet, free tutoring for
children and other programs. This is Spiderweb’s
31st year of existence!

SPIDERWEB FUN NIGHT

August 5 5-7 p.m.

Bring the whole family!!!

We'll have games, refreshments and fun
activities. Children will be able to earn
“Spiderweb cash” that they can then “spend” in
our school supplies store that night.

(IF YOU'D LIKE TO DONATE SCHOOL SUPPLIES
FOR THE STORE, JUST DROP THEM OFF
OUTSIDE THE CHURCH OFFICE.

WE’'RE LOOKING FOR A SANDBLASTER!
The Trustees are looking for someone to
sandblast the two panels in the men’s room so
they can be repainted. If you can help, please call
Barb Heath (576-5716) or Paul Shelko (858-2290)



The Prayer Closet
“Therefore, encourage one another and build each other up,

Just asin fact vour aredoina.”

Those in our fellowship:
Edie & Charlie Conway

Heather Whetsell Geraldine Jerome

Helen Metzler Dee Ringer Nola Vlock
Bill Lake Lola Metzler = Pam Searcy
Buzz Sly Nola Vlock  Jack Corbett  Brett Clark

Nathan Coleman
Paula Starzynski

Paula Starzynski
Lois Adkins
Rose Werenko

Friends and Family:

Myron Hines (lifted by Mary Jane Hines)

Ken Bailey (lifted by Laura & Randy Demse)

Lorilla Farris (lifted by Laura Demse)

Tom & Sandy Wallace (lifted by Dee Ringer)

Sonia Locy (lifted by Deanna Blough)

Derek DeyErmand (Lee & Cheryl DeyErmand’s
nephew)

Frank & Sharon Knudsen (lifted by Barb & Bill Whipple)

Arlene Vlock (lifted by larry & Nola Vlock)

Michelle Staten (lifted by Donna Moore)

Abbey Bacconi and family following the death of her
husband (lifted by Carolyn Jerome)

Laurie & Greg Nelson (lifted by Carolyn Jerome)

Laura Wheeler (lifted by Laura Demse)

Kellie Curtis (lifted by Randy Demse)

Anna May Lucas

Mark Estock

Sandy Fletcher (lifted by Jack & Mary Howe)

Josh Donathan (being shipped out to Afghanistan soon)

Jerry Verdi (lifted by Rose Shadle)

Wanda Schommer, Melissa Johnson’s mom

Debbie Stillman, Diane Curtis’ cousin

Nancy Whitney (lifted by Neil & Meredith Coleman)

Sara & James (lifted by Beth Ann Bukky)

Keith Kiefer, Beth Ann Bukky’s brother

R&R’'S PLAN JULY PICNICLUNCHEON
IN THE VILLAGE PARK
NEXT TO THE CHURCH
THURSDAY, JULY 28 AT 11:30 A.M.
(note time change)

Summer wouldn’t be complete without a
senior picnic, so we're going to have one—right in
the park next to the church. We'll enjoy Lind
Fundis and her music, as part of the Ashtabula Arts
Center’s Brown Bag Lunch series.

We ask that you bring a covered dish or
dessert — meat, tableware, and drinkswill be
furnished.

Bring your lawn chair if you wish, there will
be plenty of seating and table space. In caseof rain,
we'll beinside at Wesley Hall. Reservations are
requested by next Monday, July 25. Call the church
office or mark this Sunday’ s Church Life Servant
Sheset. Barb Heath, Senior Coordinator

From Patll | Thessalonians5:11

Those who are celebrating special times:
Bill & Barb Whipple, on their 62" wedding anniversary
Mr. & Mrs. Rory and Stephanie (Parker) Marshall, who
were married recently

Praises for our wonderful Home Mission Team’s work
recently

Mr. & Mrs. Brent and Nicole (Furman) Ostrander, who
were married recently

Fr. Andrew Torma, celebrating the 35" anniversary of his
ordination (Greg Hamper’s uncle)
Our Christo Mission Team, who recently traveled to
Washington, DC

Amanda Bates, who is now in the Philippines, serving with
the Peace Corps
(US Peace Corps, PO Box 7013,Airmail Distribution Center,
NAIA, Pasay City, 1301 Philippines)

The recent wedding of Brent and Nicole (Furman)
Ostrander

Those who are mourning

The family of Wilma Herndon following her death The
family of Sarah Jean Seith following her death (Frank
Seith’s mother)

The family of John (Jack) Hinkle following his death (lifted
by Jeff & Sandy Corbett)
The family of Nancy Musgrave following her death ((Nita
Mountjoy’s sister-in-law)

The family of Enos A. Miller, following his death (Joe
Miller’s brother)

The family of Glenn Rodgers Il following his death (Joe &
Dee Miller’'s nephew)

Peggy & Gene Creech, following the death of their brother
(lifted by Norma Barton)

The family of Ken Howe following his death (Jack Howe'’s
uncle)

The family of Glenn Rodgers Il following his death (Joe &
Dee Miller’'s nephew)

REMEMBER OUR SHUTINS

Please remember our shut-ins by visiting, phoning or
sending a card. If you know of anyone who is not on this
list, please contact Barb Heath, our Senior Coordinator.
Ruby Hruska-Williams, Dona Phelps, Vera Brenneman,
Mildred Pettit, Cliff Taft, Hilda Springer, Edie Conway,
Frances Prochko and Lola Metzler reside at Jefferson
Healthcare Center, 222 E. Beech St., Jefferson, OH 44047
Ph: 576-0060.

Robert Janson and Dorothy Krieg reside at the
Ashtabula County Nursing Home. Kingsville, OH 44048.
Ph: 1-224-2161.

Eleanor Ferguson resides at Country Club Estates,
925 E. 26" Street, Ashtabula, OH 44004

Evelyn Kenyon resides at Austinburg Nursing &
Rehab Center 2026 State Route 45 N., Austinburg, OH
44010 Ph: 275-3019

Thelma Hoffman resides at Saybrook Landing 2300
Center Rd., #401, Ashtabula, OH 44004




SHARING THE MINISTRY IN AUGUST 2011

8:30 Service 11:00 Service
Acolyte
Aug. 7 Corey Daly Joel Nelson
14 Lizzie Daly Noah Nelson
21 Celeste Hamper Madeline Litwiler
28 Kathryn Gage Jonathan Norton
Techs
Aug. 7 Robert Ebersole/Will Ulrich Neil Coleman/Robert Ebersole

Neil Coleman/Robert Ebersole
George & Bekki Smith

14 Tom Avsec/Dan Claypool
21 Tim Nugent/Cody Ulrich

28 Tom Avsec/Cody Daly Robert Ebersole/Kevin Burke
Liturgist (8:30) Friday Afternoon helpers

Aug. 7 Carolyn Jerome Aug. 5 Candace Brooks

14 Greg Housel 12 Pauline Pishner

21 Tom Avsec 19 Bekki Smith

28 Ron Ensell 26 AllieO'Neill

Greeters

Aug. 7 Sue Murphy Laurie Rider/Don Sotka

14 Don & Jane Mead
21 Barb Gilderdeeve & Fran Wilson

Curt & Annie Bryan

28 Tim Vogel Judi Huggins
Nursery (11:00) Coffee & Donuts
Aug. 7 Dennis Hoffman
14 Alexis O’ Nelll Barry Humes & Annette Paul

21 Michelle Krek Mary Howe
28 Phil Spencer George & Bekki Smith

Hospitality Team (11:00)

Aug. 7 Pt Cramer/Wayne Glover Vicki Wright
14 Tim & Laurie Burke Martha Lamson
21 Randy & Laura Demse Eileen McNie
28 Marty Cephas/Kelly Burns Vicki Furman

Ushers -- 8:30 Sue Herpy 11:00 Will & Judi Huggins, Linda Miller
Communion Stewards—(8:30) Bill & Terri Baker  (11:00) LisaBrail

DIRECTIONS TO THE SOTKA/RIDER HOME — SUMMER

CELEBRATION LOCATION
Short Cut: Take Route 46 South to Chappell Rd., Turn right on Chappell, and
left at the dead end onto Stumpville Rd. Turn right at the first road, which is
Hayford. At the stop sign turn left onto Knowlton and a right into the entry into
Roaming shores. Go straight ahed onto Morningstar and wind around the lake
(which will be on your right side). Pass a pool and a small cemetery on your
right and then turn right onto Morningstar (again). At the third street (Sugar
Creek), turn right and turn right at the dead end onto Lake Crest Drive. We are
the brown ranch with a circular drive and boulders in front, two houses up on
the left.
Longer but less confusing directions: Take Route 46 South to Route 6
West. Turn right on Rte. 6 for about 2 miles, and turn right into Roaming
Shores onto Lake Vue (the street before the bridge). Lake Vue changes names
a few times but becomes Morningstar, which winds around the lake (which will
be on your left). Turn left onto Lake Crest, and we're near the end of the street
on the left in a brown ranch with a circular drive and boulders in front.

Here'salist of folks who have birthdays
in August: (if you'd like your birthday

listed, just call the church)

1 Adrienne Zack

2 Lynn Leary

3 Barbara Gildersleeve
Barb Heath

4 Cindy Zigmund
Isaac Northrop
Chris Lehnert

5 Chris Jones

6 Robert Ebersole
David Lehnert

7 Chad Gaskell
lleen Lake
Sean Leary
Mary Daubenspeck

8 Deb Hoprich
Summer Harju

9 Emily Ford
Carol Christ
Pam Zack

11 Aaron Painter
Delores Moore

12 Donna Patterson
Marc Gaskell
Christina Becker
Joshua Diehl

13 Bev Berrier
Robyn Harvey
Barbara Johns

14 Rebecca Jones-Pursley
Shawn Hall

15 Tom Fleming
Natalie Harvey
Frank Christ
Miki Gage
Garhett Smith

16 Chris Litwiler
Rebecca Gaskell
Jamie Takacs
Judy Kampf

18 Bill Ward

19 Isabella Graham

20 Tom Westlake

21 Nathaniel Jones

23 Don Sirrine

24 Tim Ward

25 Laurie Rider

26 Fred Ebersole, Jr.
Alicia Wendell

27 Lee DeyErmand
Stacy Becker

28 Gordon Emerson

29 Deanna Comp

30 Dan Ernes
Sandy Medic
Sean Perez

31 David Burns



Sorry — | had abunch
of pictures here, but
couldn’t e-mail them
to you —the filewas
too large | think.

pat

OUR HOME MISSION TEAM WAS AWESOME!!!

They spent four days building two wheelchair
ramps, scraped and painted a shed, helped organize and
dispose of the Christo Team Treasure sae leftovers AND
had an opportunity to grow together as teens and Christ
followers.

“1 was proud of how teens involved responded to
the call of service and | would like to thank all the parents
and volunteers who helped out during Home Mission,”
says Jon Roden, Children & Y outh Coordinator.

CHRISTO TEAM TRAVELSTO DC
“Everybody can be great . . . because anybody can serve.
Y ou don’t have to have a college degree to serve. You
don’'t have to make your subject and verb agree to serve.

Y ou only need a heart of graceto serve. A soul generated
by love.” Martin Luther King

Above all, our team more than anything this week learned
that the homeless ARE people. Some of the people we
met had made poor decisionsin life, while others had
fallen on hard times. Simple acts of love and kindness
made huge differences in the lives of the people we met in
Washington, DC,” shares Jon Roden. “Thanks again to
everyone who supported the teens so they could be able
to serve others and learn about homelessness in a firsthand
way.”

It's amazing how quickly our new education wing &
administrative areaisgoing up!!! Now that it's framed
and the trusses are up, the guys will be sheeting the roof,
installing windows and beginning the brickwork.




JULY 2011 SENIOR PROFILE —
ESTHER BLEVINS

Esther Hatten was born on June 25, 1929 in
Delaware, Ohio, to Bernard and Mary Hatten and isa
descendant of a man and woman who sailed to America
on the Mayflower. She was the youngest of four
children, Alda, now 92 years old, Bernard Jr., 90 years
both living in Columbus and Eugene who is deceased.
Because those were depression years her family lived
with her grandparents on their farm in Delaware.
Esther participated in al the aspects of farm life both
with outdoor chores and learning to cook and tend to
the indoor responsibilities of the household. Her
mother received her teaching degree from Ohio
Wed eyan College and taught school. Esther says that
in those days women were either teachers, nurses, or
homemakers. Her father was an account appraiser for
the Louisville Kentucky Bank and started the local

She learned many life lessons from her Grandmother, BerthaH: bank in Delaware.

her father traveled extensively. She tells a cute story that when sne was three years old she saw her grandrather down
the lane on his tractor so she ran to him and he put her on his lap while she took a nap and he continued to drive the
tractor. Of course grandmother was frantic and scoured the neighborhood, even the cistern for fear she had fallen in! It
seems grandpa was teaching grandmother to be more vigilant of her grandchild! Grandmother was Esther’s roll model
during her formative years.

During her school career she was cheerleader, did acrobatic dancing and was Vaedictorian of her graduating
class of eleven students. (She notes that her father served on the school board which made her feel alittle extra special.)
Esther then chose Ohio State University where she earned a pre med degree.  Soon after college she met Dick Buchan
on ablind date, were married thirty three years with three beautiful children, Lynn (Peskoran), Mary (Phil) Spencer, and
Jim (Lisa) Buchan and are blessed with wonderful grandchildren, Peter, Morgan, Heather, Amy, Greg and Emery (E. J.)
who are Esther’s pride and joy She spends one-on-one playing games and sharing special times with each of them.
During Esther and Dick’s time together they built the Buccaneer Camp site in 1964 on Route 307 West. Esther was
always definitely an al around hands on partner sharing in the clearing of the land as well as the business end of the
campgrounds.

Esther’s involvement in the development and growth of the many ministries of the Jefferson Methodist church
and outside the church is over whelming. This is where | want to share her life long motto given to her by her
Grandmother Bertha: “ If thereis something wrong with the church —don’t leave it —get in there and help fix it.”

Esther began with teaching 7-8" graders and continued for 10 yrs, starting before Pastor Rev. Ron. Mowry
came. During Pastor Mowry’s years Esther wholeheartedly supported building Wesley Hall and improving the Sunday
School rooms. Because Esther was experiencing a difficult situation in her personal life she ended her marriage to Dick
Buchan, left the Buccaneer Camp and moved to Erie, Pa. While living in Erie she met and married a very special
wonderful man named Dick Bly who had contracted polio in earlier years and eventualy the second wave of polio ended
his life after two years. Esther then returned to Jefferson and personally wrote his story “Needed” and had it published.
Eventually Esther met and married Robert (Bob) Blevins. Bob was afriendly social man who even went door to door to
encourage folks to vote for Esther for village council. Bob's health eventually failed and passed with Esther at side.
Esther had the wonderful support of care givers, pastors, family and friends. She was faithful.

List of accomplishments: League of Women V oters, Spiderweb, computerized listing of members and friends of church,
organized and printed copies of Bible lesson curriculum , led summer Bible School, served 2 terms on Jefferson Village
Council, served on four State of Ohio boards in Columbus, organized the Jefferson Recycle Center, started Jefferson
Play School for 4-5 yr olds, Girl Scout Leader, created and ran the Buccaneer Camp site “Village Peddler Art and Craft
Show, served on Administrative Board of church. And currently recruits workers to help serve for our funera dinners.

In closing may | say...Esther isadreamer and creator of ideas that benefit others.
She is an avid Bridge player, teaches beginner Bridge, and meets with friends for lunch and Bridge at the Deli once a
month. Also enjoys her home on Mill Creek Road, jig saw puzzles, is a birder, and always has a smile and warm
response to all who meet and know her. Sheisredly a special and amazing lady for al she has accomplished and sheis

not done yet at 82!
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Philippians 1:19, "for | know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of
Jesus Christ, what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance”

This month, we are revisiting verse 19 of Philippians chapter 1. When | first started preaching on
Philippians, | often said that this letter did not include any quotations from the Old Testament.
However, | discovered that, while Paul does not directly reference the O.T., he uses a couple
phrases that are directly taken from certain verses. For example, at the end of verse of 19, there
is a specific reference to Job 13:14-16, which reads: "14 Why do | put myself in jeopardy and
take my life in my hands? 15 Though he slay me, yet will | hope in him; I will surely defend my
ways to his face. 16 Indeed, this will turn out for my deliverance, for no godless man would dare
come before him!"

In looking at verse 14, the NIV does a poor job of translation. Job asks, looking at a life that has
been turned upside-down, and asks whether he should cling to what he has left with the bared-
teeth of a dog, or whether he should place his life in his hands, and surrender to the forces
arrayed against him. His response is that neither response would be correct, because Job has
realized that his destiny, his future and his life are entirely under the authority of God, and he
makes one of the strongest statements of faith you can find in the Old Testament, saying that
even if death comes, He knows that life and deliverance will be the result, because Job can fully
trust in the Person and Power of God, moment-by-moment.

In Philippians. Paul is in prison, facing a future also fraught with difficulty, and he also makes the
strong statement of faith that, no matter the result, deliverance will be his ultimate destination
through the supplying presence of Jesus and the prayers of the church. 1t® interesting that the
word for deliverance that Paul uses is also used for "salvation" throughout the New Testament.
You may ask... isn®Paul already saved? | mean, he® written half the New Testament, and
preached the Gospel virtually to the known world at the time?

For Job and for Paul, salvation is not a one-time event, it is a moment-by-moment experience.
Salvation does not consist of one specific decision, but of an unending chain of decisions in the
same direction. And, that experience and chain of decisions is to lay my life completely at the
foot of the cross, and live entirely out of the resource of the life of Jesus, flooding my existence.
Let it be! Save me today, tomorrow and forever, Jesus!

Q)<>

UMCOR PROVIDESEMERGENCY RELIEF
Spring Storms Put Huge Strain on Available Funds
UM COR stands for United Methodist Committee on Relief. It isthe helping arm of our
denomination when disaster strikes both here in the US and around the world.
This springs repeatedly severe storms came somewhat unexpectedly after several years of milder

ministry are perilously low, but the agency is committed to giving hope and support. If you'd liketo help,
no donation istoo large or small. You can mark your gift to our church UMCOR US Spring Storms and
100% of it will be used to assist with rebuilding homes and lives, training conference volunteers and long
term recovery, including spiritual and emotional issues. Y ou can even make a credit card donation by
calling 800-554-8583.

weather and super disasters elsewhere in the world. The funds UMCOR designates for US disaster-response




